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FIFA inspires girls and boys to play football.
FIFA’s Grassroots Programme is the core foundation of our development mission, aimed at encouraging girls and
boys around the world to play and enjoy football without restrictions. Grassroots focuses on the enjoyment of the
game through small-sided team games, and teaching basic football technique, the value of exercise and fair play.

For more information, visit FIFA.com

EDITORIAL

A LIFETIME DEVOTED
TO FOOTBALL
New FIFA President Gianni Infantino began his first working day at the Home
of FIFA at the end of February with a football match. Its significance was clear.
Could there be a more fitting start for the President of world football’s
governing body?
On that day, and at the recent 66th FIFA Congress in Mexico City, the legends
of world football were called upon to play their part. Figo, Cannavaro, Puyol,
Ronaldinho and Eto’o were joined in Mexico by Mia Hamm and Sissi, where
they played together in the blue FIFA shirts against an all-star Mexican team.
The FIFA Legends were instrumental to the success of the beautiful game during
Illustration: Stephan Walter

their careers on the pitch. Now these past masters, world champions among
them, are giving something back by putting their efforts into promoting the
game and its wider social mission all around the world. FIFA 1904 presents the
FIFA Legends team from page 8 of this issue.

Perikles Monioudis
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Roque Santa Cruz, now 34 years old and with more than 100 caps
for Paraguay, was just 17 when he moved to Bayern Munich in 1999.
We met him for a chat in Malaga.

The eight-minute film in the museum’s cinema about
the FIFA World Cup™ final matches is emotive and memorable.
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José Leandro Andrade won the World Cup and Olympic gold with Uruguay.
His personal life was no less remarkable.
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The Australian club have won the Premier’s Plate and the championship
trophy thanks to the support of Spanish coach Guillermo Amor.
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FOR THE GAME. FOR THE WORLD.

At the Congress in Mexico,
FIFA President Gianni Infantino
presented a complete overhaul of the
world football governing body’s development
programme. The new “FIFA Forward” programme is
based on three principles: increased investment,
greater impact and more transparency, the aim being
to promote football through tailored projects. FIFA will
significantly increase the funds available to each of its
member associations for their football projects and
to cover their running costs to USD 5 million per
four-year cycle. There will also be improved
controls and accountability to ensure
that the funds have been used
On 11 May, the Centro de

properly.

Excelencia Médica en Altura
(CEMA) in Pachuca was the first clinic in
Mexico to be accredited as a FIFA Medical
Centre of Excellence. Dr Michael D’Hooghe,
chairman of the FIFA Medical Committee,

In July 2001, FIFA’s member

congratulated everyone involved at the accredi-

associations approved a resolution

tation ceremony, adding: “We need clinics like

against racism and discrimination at the

these to oversee the well-being of the almost

Extraordinary FIFA Congress in the Argentin-

300 million people who play football all

ian capital of Buenos Aires. Fifteen years later

over the world. This centre will ensure

to the month, the first FIFA Diversity Award will

that Mexican athletes get the

be presented as chosen by a high-calibre jury

treatment they need.”

comprising Moya Dodd, Tokyo Sexwale, Jaiyah
Saelua, Gerald Asamoah, Piara Powar, Abby
The U-17 Women’s

Wambach, Thomas Hitzlsperger, Clarence

World Cup kicks off on

Seedorf, Constant Omari, Joyce Cook

30 September in Jordan, through

and Alexandra Haas Paciuc.

which the Local Organising Committee
(LOC) and FIFA are hoping to promote the
women’s game in the country as well as leave a
lasting footballing legacy. To this end, a football
tournament was held from 8 to 14 May involving
460 girls from 44 schools. “Most of them had
never experienced anything like it. We were
able to provide them with something
unique,” said LOC CEO Samar
Nassar proudly.
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MEN’S WORLD RANKING
Rank Team

6

+ / – Points

Rank Team

+ / – Points

Rank Team

+ / – Points

Rank Team

+ / – Points

1 Argentina

0

1532

55 Jamaica

-1

585

109 Mauritania

-6

321

162 India

0

151

2 Belgium

0

1364

56 Serbia

-1

581

110 Syria

0

316

164 Tajikistan

0

150

3 Chile

0

1353

57 Japan

0

577

110 Armenia

0

316

165 Dominica

3

149

4 Colombia

0

1337

58 Guinea

0

570

112 Korea DPR

0

314

165 Malta

-1

149

5 Germany

0

1309

59 Congo

0

562

112 Libya

0

314

167 Myanmar

-1

147

6 Spain

0

1277

60 Saudi Arabia

0

559

114 Belize

0

307

168 Gambia

-1

145

7 Brazil

0

1261

61 Slovenia

0

558

115 Philippines

1

304

169 Bermuda

0

135

8 Portugal

0

1184

61 Finland

0

558

116 Kenya

-1

303

170 American Samoa

0

128

9 Uruguay

0

1158

63 Cameroon

0

556

117 Kazakhstan

-1

300

170 Cook Islands

0

128

10 England

0

1069

64 Morocco

0

555

118 Sierra Leone

0

298

170 Samoa

0

128

11 Austria

0

1067

65 Mali

0

551

119 Thailand

0

297

173 Liechtenstein

0

120

12 Ecuador

0

1019

66 Uzbekistan

0

549

120 Niger

0

296

174 Malaysia

0

117

13 Turkey

0

983

67 Nigeria

0

540

121 Angola

0

291

175 Timor-Leste

0

110

14 Switzerland

0

974

68 United Arab Emirates

0

521

122 Burundi

0

290

176 Laos

6

105

15 Italy

0

959

69 Bulgaria

0

508

123 Georgia

0

289

177 Yemen

-1

102

16 Mexico

0

938

70 South Africa

0

507

123 Ethiopia

0

289

178 Bangladesh

-1

87

17 Netherlands

0

931

71 Haiti

0

502

125 Cuba

0

285

179 Seychelles

-1

83

18 Hungary

0

925

72 Uganda

0

491

126 Zimbabwe

1

280

180 Nepal

-1

77

19 Romania

0

920

73 Benin

0

489

127 Turkmenistan

1

277

181 Vanuatu

-1

72

20 Bosnia and Herzegovina

0

913

74 Venezuela

0

476

128 Sudan

1

276

182 Chinese Taipei

-1

70

21 France

0

907

75 Burkina Faso

0

469

129 Tanzania

1

274

183 Cambodia

-1

68

22 Ukraine

0

880

76 Israel

0

467

130 Palestine

1

271

183 Fiji

-1

68

23 Croatia

0

856

77 Belarus

0

465

130 Bahrain

2

271

185 Indonesia

0

65

24 Wales

0

839

78 Zambia

0

457

132 Guyana

1

270

186 Bhutan

0

64

25 Costa Rica

0

829

79 Bolivia

0

440

133 Azerbaijan

1

269

187 Sri Lanka

0

58

26 Northern Ireland

0

825

80 Cyprus

0

426

133 Swaziland

1

269

188 Montserrat

0

57

27 Poland

0

821

81 China PR

0

423

135 Namibia

1

267

188 Suriname

0

57

27 Russia

0

821

82 Jordan

0

418

136 Aruba

1

259

190 Pakistan

0

54

29 USA

0

810

83 Equatorial Guinea

0

416

137 Madagascar

1

257

191 New Caledonia

0

53

29 Czech Republic

0

810

83 Qatar

0

416

138 Lithuania

1

254

192 Solomon Islands

0

46

31 Republic of Ireland

0

792

85 Antigua and Barbuda

0

413

139 St Lucia

1

247

193 US Virgin Islands

0

44

32 Slovakia

0

784

86 Honduras

0

406

140 Kuwait

-14

244

194 Macau

0

42

33 Algeria

0

771

87 Rwanda

0

401

141 FYR Macedonia

0

235

195 Brunei Darussalam

0

37

34 Côte d'Ivoire

0

738

88 Gabon

0

395

141 St Vincent and the Grenadines

5

235

196 Tahiti

0

35

35 Iceland

0

724

89 Guatemala

0

389

143 Hong Kong

-1

234

197 Turks and Caicos Islands

0

33

36 Sweden

0

713

90 Faroe Islands

0

383

144 Barbados

-1

231

198 Papua New Guinea

0

30

37 Greece

0

695

91 Botswana

0

379

145 Vietnam

-1

228

199 Cayman Islands

0

21

38 Ghana

0

693

92 St Kitts and Nevis

0

368

146 Luxembourg

-1

221

200 San Marino

0

20

39 Paraguay

0

688

93 Estonia

0

366

147 Afghanistan

0

211

201 British Virgin Islands

0

14

40 Scotland

0

687

94 Montenegro

0

365

148 Singapore

0

202

202 Andorra

0

5

41 Denmark

0

686

95 Canada

0

357

148 Lesotho

0

202

203 Mongolia

0

4

42 Iran

0

672

96 Central African Republic

0

355

150 São Tomé e Príncipe

0

197

204 Anguilla

0

0

43 Senegal

0

651

97 El Salvador

1

347

151 Dominican Republic

0

193

204 Bahamas

0

0

44 Egypt

0

648

98 Oman

1

346

152 Curaçao

0

191

204 Djibouti

0

0

45 Albania

0

632

98 Chad

-1

346

152 Puerto Rico

0

191

204 Eritrea

0

0

46 Peru

0

631

100 Kyrgyzstan

0

342

154 Mauritius

0

185

204 Somalia

0

0

47 Cape Verde Islands

0

620

101 Mozambique

0

338

155 South Sudan

0

182

204 Tonga

0

0

47 Tunisia

0

620

102 Guinea-Bissau

0

336

156 Moldova

0

181
179

49 Norway

0

605

103 Togo

0

334

157 Grenada

0

50 Australia

0

601

104 Iraq

1

333

158 Lebanon

-1

176

51 Congo DR

0

596

105 Nicaragua

1

329

159 Comoros

0

166

52 Panama

0

593

106 Malawi

1

326

160 Maldives

0

165

53 Trinidad and Tobago

0

592

107 Latvia

1

323

161 New Zealand

0

163

54 Korea Republic

2

591

108 Liberia

1

322

162 Guam

0

151
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GERMAN
COACHES GIVING
A FILLIP TO THE
PHILIPPINES

Higher than ever Thomas Dooley and his Philippines team.

It’s not exactly been a quiet month for the

the USA we had a similar situation when we

Philippines. Early May saw the end of an intense

started to grow football,” said Dooley. “It’s all

presidential election campaign, and that was

like a snowball system, as I’m trying to explain to

immediately followed by the traditional, colour-

people here.”

LEADER
ARGENTINA
MOVES INTO TOP TEN
NONE

ful Flores de Mayo festival to herald the start of
the rainy season. It is hardly surprising, therefore,

The foundations for Dooley’s work in the Philip-

that some football fans may have missed some

pines were actually laid by his fellow German

more good news when flicking through the

Michael Weiss. The former goalkeeper, who

newspapers: their national team is now as high

worked for Real Madrid, Arsenal and Manchester

as 115th in the latest edition of the FIFA/Coca-

United, applied for the job of head coach when

Cola World Ranking, their best-ever position.

he saw it advertised online in 2010. The two

MOVES OUT OF TOP TEN
NONE
MATCHES PLAYED IN TOTAL
2

Germans have proven to be a stroke of luck for
That was perhaps just a small measure of conso-

the Philippines, who were one of the first Asian

lation after failing to qualify for the next round

countries to play international football back in

of World Cup qualifiers in Asia, but there is

1913. Prior to Weiss, they had had five coaches

certainly no time to dwell on that. While it is true

in the space of two years...

BIGGEST MOVE BY POINTS
LAOS (UP 37 POINTS)

that basketball is still the number one sport in
this country of more than 7,000 islands, football
is definitely catching up. That is why the Philippine FA recently signalled its intent by extending

MOST MATCHES PLAYED
KUWAIT (2 MATCHES)

Alan Schweingruber

BIGGEST MOVE BY RANKS
LAOS (UP 6 RANKS)

the contract of Thomas Dooley, their coach of
dual German-American nationality, for a further
two years. Dooley was once part of the Schalke

BIGGEST DROP BY POINTS
KUWAIT (DOWN 40 POINTS)

04 team that won the UEFA Cup, and he also
played in two World Cups for the USA so he has

AFP

knowledge of football on two continents. “In

BIGGEST DROP BY RANKS
KUWAIT (DOWN 14 RANKS)

http://www.fifa.com/worldranking
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FIFA LEGENDS

Global football legends
American Mia Hamm, 44,
and Italian Fabio Cannavaro, 42.
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FOR FOOTBALL
AND ITS FUTURE

During their star-studded careers,
they gave much to the beautiful
game, and now they want to give
something back by promoting its
wider mission. FIFA 1904 presents
the FIFA Legends team.
By Alan Schweingruber and Annette Braun
(text) and Mario Wagner (illustrations)

FIFA 1904 /
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FIFA LEGENDS
There is a world of difference between ice
hockey and football: the former conjures up
visions of helmeted, heavily clad warriors gliding
over the ice, while the latter evokes a playing
field on which the protagonists sport outrageous
hairstyles and tattoos all the way up their arms.

Born in 1972, Figo was
Portugal’s answer to his
contemporary Zinédine Zidane,
born in the same year.

He was known as “El Tiburón” (the Shark), but
this was purely down to his aggressive (but fair)
and attacking style of play rather than any
swimming prowess off the Costa Brava. It was
this personal interpretation of a highly demanding
role that enabled him and his fellow defenders to

One of the untrendiest yet conspicuous coiffures

keep the world’s best attackers at bay. “I have

in the game over the past two decades has been

never met such an ambitious player,” a Barcelona

that of Carles Puyol, whose untamed locks, a

youth coach said once. Diving headers out of

throwback to the more hirsute 1980s, are today

the defender’s charisma making him immediately

defence were Puyol’s speciality, and he was also

mirrored by the barnet favoured by Brazil and

recognisable. And when he expertly marshalled

not averse to trying his luck at the other end.

Paris Saint-Germain defender David Luiz.

the defence, as was his wont, every Spanish
spectator breathed a little easier. With the

He may only have scored three goals in

Between 2000 and 2013, it was never hard to

exception of EURO 2012, which he missed

100 matches for Spain, but one of them was

spot Puyol on the pitch when anticipating the

through injury, Puyol was a mainstay of the

vital, as it was the only goal of the game in the

Spanish formation and tactics before a match,

national side in the era of Spanish dominance.

2010 World Cup semi-final against Germany,
which took his team to the final and their first
World Cup win. It was somehow a pity that the
great run of success should come to an end
without the FC Barcelona stalwart, who had to
undergo a knee operation before the European
Championship in 2012.

SAMUEL ETO’O, 35

CANNAVARO AT 14
The 2010 World Cup in South Africa also
turned out to be the swansong of another
European giant: Fabio Cannavaro. There is a
nice video of the former World Player of the
Year on the internet from the summer of 1987,
which shows some of the Napoli youth players
being interviewed by an older Italian TV
reporter wearing the obligatory shades. “What
are your dreams?” and “Who are your favourite players?” are just two of the questions
posed. The budding stars are clearly excited
and the answers come in a rush. They talk
about Serie A, Diego Maradona, and so on.
For a few seconds, the camera zooms in on a
14-year-old Fabio Cannavaro, with his coiffured
hair and prominent incisor teeth. “The Napoli
first team will win today,” he tells the reporter
with a shy smile. Fabio was a ball boy in the
venerable San Paolo Stadium at a time when
the team still attracted crowds of 100,000 to
celebrate Napoli’s Scudetto triumphs. The team
won two league titles in the space of three
years and two years later, in 1992, Cannavaro
realised a childhood dream when he signed his
first professional contract and embarked on a
lengthy journey that took him from Naples to
Parma, Milan, Turin and Madrid.

10
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In the Nineties, the young Cannavaro also
wore his hair fashionably long, and when
shaking his opponents’ hands before a match,
he would grin his charming grin as if to say:
“Ciao, let’s play!” Although he never looked
the archetypal “they shall not pass” defender,
that is exactly what he was. At the age of 32
and playing better than ever, he led the
Azzurri to their fourth World Cup triumph in

Lalas was an inspiration and
pioneer for millions of youngsters,
and the more you found out
about this unconventional
defender with Greek roots,
the more colourful he seemed.

new face of the club and is knocking the goals
in just like he used to in the glory days at
Barcelona. Indeed, when this elegantly attired
35-year-old Cameroonian gives his refreshingly
honest interviews, you would be forgiven
for thinking that he will go on forever. His
contract with Antalyaspor does not run out
until 2018.
Eto’o has had an amazing career. Apart from the

2006. After the final against France, football
writers raved about Cannavaro’s performance,

In recent years, the chances were that a

fact that he has won virtually everything there is

with some saying that no Italian player had

certain Samuel Eto’o might have hung up his

to be won in club football, he still keeps coming

ever tackled more cleanly than this 1.76-metre

boots and been popping in for the odd drink –

back to the main stage. At 15, he entered the

tall Neapolitan. “I already knew in the semi-

but that all changed a year ago, when the

youth ranks at Real Madrid, but never made it to

final against Germany that we had a great

former four-time African Footballer of the Year

the first team. He was transferred to various

chance,” he said years later. Cannavaro later

moved to Turkish club Antalyaspor. Eto’o is the

clubs in Spain, where he played upfront for

embarked on an acting career, appearing in a
Spanish short film in 2008 as a mental coach.

THE EPITOME OF COOL
Another ex-pro put through his mental paces
lately has been Luís Figo, who regularly has to
fend off a Spanish media clamouring to know
whether he prefers FC Barcelona or Real
Madrid. Figo played for both, and his move to
the Blancos of the capital city still rankles with
Catalonians to this day. However, the laid-back
Portuguese was typically unruffled when the
question was posed after a recent round of
golf, saying only: “My life doesn’t depend on
Barça or Real Madrid. I’m happier when I’m
doing other things.”
The former playmaker has always played it
cool, as epitomised by the number seven on
his back when he used to set off on one of his
trademark mazy dribbles to extricate Portugal
from yet another tricky situation, his body
bent slightly forward and his technical ability
always in evidence as he effortlessly stroked
the ball around and beyond defenders. Born
in 1972, Figo was Portugal’s answer to his
contemporary Zinédine Zidane, born in the
same year. Unfortunately, a major title with
the national team eluded him, the closest he
got being EURO 2004 in his home country.
“Will you be going on holiday to Greece?”
reporters asked maliciously after the final,
which Portugal lost to the surprise winners
from Hellas. These days Figo, who once
studied medicine, runs a sports bar for
discerning customers in the Algarve.

ALEXI LALAS, 46

Léganes, Espanyol and Mallorca, before he finally
hit the jackpot at the age of 28 with FC Barcelona
and then Inter Milan, winning the treble with
both sides. After being written off by many,
he moved to FC Anzhi Makhachkala in Russia
before landing a transfer to Chelsea in the
lucrative Premier League.

Eto’o is the new face
of Antalyaspor and is
knocking the goals in
just like he used to in the
glory days at Barcelona.

Cup in his native USA, after which Calcio Padova
lured him to Italy, where he became the first
American to play in Serie A.
Lalas was an inspiration and pioneer for millions
of youngsters, and the more you found out
about this unconventional defender with Greek
roots, the more colourful he seemed. For Lalas

THE ROCK STAR FOOTBALLER

had played in a rock band since his teens, even

If his bones weren’t 46 years old and he wasn’t

going on to release three solo albums, and he

already a cult hero in the US, perhaps Alexi Lalas

was pretty handy with the pen, too. Not only

would still be trying to prevent world-class strikers

stepped up the pressure when the opposition

that, this celebrated defender with 96 caps

like Eto’o from scoring today. The position of

seemed to relax briefly. With his imposing height

actually came to football by accident, having

no-nonsense defender and inspirational leader from

(1.92 metres), shoulder-length red hair and straggly

played ice hockey until he was 16, like most kids

the back was tailor-made for this rock drummer,

goatee beard, Lalas cut an intimidating figure on

in Michigan. The lightbulb moment came in

who never gave an inch in one-on-ones and always

the pitch. He was in his element at the 1994 World

1986 while watching the World Cup in Mexico

FIFA LEGENDS

RONALDINHO, 36

Mohamed Aboutrika, Pablo Aimar,
Mercy Akide, Demetrio Albertini,
Sami Aljaber, Alessandro Altobelli,
Zvonimir Boban, Marcel Desailly,
Fabio Cannavaro, Samuel Eto’o,
Ciro Ferrara, Luís Figo,
Mia Hamm, Fernando Hierro,
Alexi Lalas, Renate Lingor,
Mehdi Mahdavikia, Predrag Mijatović,
Carolina Morace, José Mourinho,
Hidetoshi Nakata, Geremi Njitap,
Carles Puyol, Ronaldinho,
Míchel Salgado, Clarence Seedorf,
Jorge Seré, Silvino,
Dario Šimić, Sissi,
Alexey Smertin, Sarah Walsh,
Sun Wen, Dwight Yorke
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FIFA LEGENDS

THE FIFA LEGENDS

More than 30 legendary ex-pros from men’s and women’s football are on a mission: to use their
expertise as “FIFA Legends” to promote the development of football and give something back to the
sport that shaped and made them who they are today.

Up close and personal The FIFA Legends visit a rehabilitation centre in Mexico.

He strokes the ball, which is seemingly glued

and women’s football who have joined the

activities around the world, such as helping

to his foot. A sudden swerve, a turn on a

FIFA Legends team to promote the develop-

to develop women’s football or supporting

sixpence and then, with his back to the goal,

ment of the sport.

diversity, health and sustainability projects.

perfectly into the path of his team-mate.

FOOTBALL AND STARS ON TOUR

There will also be think-tank sessions that

Playing for the FIFA Legends against an

The FIFA Legends team will take to the field

will give the legends an opportunity to

all-star team at the Estadio Azteca in Mexico

on a regular basis to contest matches such as

exchange opinions and pass on their views

City, Ronaldinho demonstrates that he’s lost

the one at the Estadio Azteca where,

to decision-makers, authorities and policy

none of the breathtaking technique and

coached by José Mourinho, it lost 9-8 to a

committees in football. On being elected

elegance with which he helped to propel

Mexican all-star team, or at the Home of

President, Gianni Infantino spoke of his

Brazil to the World Cup in 2002.

FIFA in February, shortly after the election of

determination to put the focus firmly back

new FIFA President Gianni Infantino, where a

on football. With the support of the FIFA

And he’s still wearing a headband, this time

mini-tournament took place despite the

Legends, he is doing just that.

a white one, to keep his unruly hair in place,

inclement weather. In Mexico, the drizzle

as well as the mischievous grin that expresses

thankfully stopped just as the legends

his pure joy of playing football.

entered the arena to perform their magic.

Ronaldinho had a highly successful career

AMBASSADORS AND ADVISERS

and helped take football forward with his

But the FIFA Legends won’t just be turning

skills and popularity. He is thankful for the

up and performing – football courses as well

great time that the game gave him and

as fund-raising and fan campaigns are also

would now like to give something back. He is

on the agenda. As ambassadors, these stars

just one of the top ex-players from men’s

of yesteryear will be busy with a number of
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Annette Braun

Alexander hassenstein / FIFA via Getty Images (2)

a back-heel and pass that sends the ball

on TV. He switched sports there and then, and

won the Bundesliga on seven occasions with

when he went backpacking in Italy four years

1. FFC Frankfurt and the German Cup for

later as a USA fan at the World Cup, he and his

Women as many times. She also won two

friends had their faces painted. He also attended

World Cups and three European Champion-

the next World Cup another four years later –

ships with the national team, showing tremen-

but this time as a player. “It felt like I had come

dous determination and strength of character

full circle,” said Lalas. “First I went to the World

both on and off the pitch. She once said:

Cup, then the World Cup came to me.”

“Following my own path and taking responsi-

Sissi is a fighter who left
home at just 14
to pursue her career.

bility for my life certainly never hurt me.”

HAMM’S BID TO ENTER THE RECORD BOOKS

Lingor studied sports science and today works

Grand plié, retiré, pas de deux – ballet was

for the German FA.

the passion of Stephanie Hamm, which is why
she gave her daughter Mariel Margaret the

Puyol, Cannavaro, Figo, Eto’o, Lalas, Hamm,

nickname “Mia”, after prima ballerina Mia

Sissi and Lingor – all have pursued successful

continuing to do as FIFA Legends now that

Slavenska. However, Mia had a different

careers and shaped the development of

their playing days are over. For football and its

discipline in mind after she visited Fiorentina’s

football in their own way, something they are

future.

stadium a number of times while her father
was stationed in Italy with the military. She
promptly fell in love with the beautiful game,
and embarked on a remarkable career. Hamm
was renowned for her speed, dribbling skills
and marksmanship. She could do it all – left
foot, right foot, heading, scoring from any
position, and she led the US to two World
Cups and two Olympic gold medals. The
striker became a star, and her popularity
created the breakthrough for women’s football. She even threw Michael Jordan to the
floor in a TV ad. With her modesty and team
ethic, she continues to be a role model for
young male and female athletes today.
Another idol is Sisleide do Amor Lima, better
known as Sissi, the Brazilian player whose
seven goals at the 1999 Women’s World Cup
earned her the adidas Golden Boot award
together with China’s Sun Wen. Her free kick
winner against Nigeria that took Brazil into
the semi-finals still lingers in the memory.
Sissi is a fighter who left home at just 14 to
pursue her career. Now resident in the US,
she hopes that the popularity of her sport in
the States will be replicated in Brazil.
Germany is one of the giants of women’s
football, the rapid development there producing a flourishing Bundesliga, in which Renate
Lingor has played no small part. When she
started playing, there weren’t even any stands
at the stadiums, in stark contrast to today’s
arenas, which attract large crowds. Lingor
has grown with the women’s league, having

SISSI, 49

SNAPSHOT

First lady
FIFA President Gianni Infantino introduces
the Senegalese Fatma Samba Diouf Samoura
at the Congress in Mexico City. She is the
first woman to hold the post of FIFA
Secretary General (13 May 2016).
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When Sweden reach a
tournament, anything
tends to be possible.
Will EURO 2016 be any
different? FIFA 1904
caught up with midfielder
Kim Källström, one of
the team’s driving forces.
By Alan Schweingruber

In the end, I took the advice of a well-travelled friend and did not start
my chat with Kim Källström with a question about ABBA. My friend’s
contention was that the Swedish super-group had split up years ago
and it was passé to always just associate Swedes with their most
successful exports. So with no real reason to bring up 1970s pop
music with Källström, our chat at Grasshopper-Club Zurich began on a
rather different tack: Zlatan Ibrahimović.
It is snowing outside. Snow? In April? That’s rather unusual – even for
an alpine country like Switzerland. Källström looks out through the
misted-up windows, perhaps letting his thoughts wander back to his
homeland, where the weather can also be unpredictable and where
the temperatures can be even lower than they are here. He left
Sweden 13 years ago after breaking into the national team set-up a
couple of years earlier, which had given
him the opportunity to see a little of the
world. His first port of call after leaving
Sweden was Stade Rennes in France in
2003, and just 12 months later he was
part of the Swedish squad at EURO 2004
in Portugal. Still only 21 years of age, it
was an impressive start to his career.
But he has no wish to dwell on that
today. He is still looking pensively
through the window when he says about
Ibrahimović: “It’s incredible what he has
done for Sweden. He will shape a whole
generation and give so many young
footballers belief. If the son of an immigrant can make it to the very top, well
that’s just an incredible story, don’t you
think?”
It certainly is incredible, and it immediately puts paid to all thoughts of striking
up a conversation about the music of

Kim Källström A veteran in Zurich.

Agnetha, Björn, Benny and Anni-Frid.
For years now, Ibrahimović, the son of a Bosnian father and a Croatian
mother, has been the most famous face of this northern European
country home to ten million people. Apart from King Carl XVI Gustaf
and the Swedish royal family, of course. But even that says everything.
Zlatan and the King.

THE KÄLLSTRÖM/IBRAHIMOVIĆ DREAM TEAM
Where do you even begin when you turn your attention to PSG’s
Swedish superstar, a man who began his international career in 2001
– one day before Källström – and who was immediately part of the
Swedish World Cup squad (for Korea/Japan 2002)? Probably with his
impressive haul of titles at club level in the Netherlands, Italy, Spain
and France, but you’d also have to talk about his crucial goals at both
AC Milan and FC Barcelona, where he never really settled despite all

Adrian Baer / NZZ, Bildbyran (2)

ONCE MORE UNTO THE BREACH

SWEDEN

Brothers in arms From 1999 to 2001, Kim Källström
(left) donned the colours of BK Häcken while Zlatan
Ibrahimović (right) played for Malmö FF. They both
began their international careers in 2001.

© 2016 adidas AG

of the success that came his way. And, of course, who could forget
his many audacious comments over the years, as it is exactly his
aggressive and self-confident nature that has turned Ibrahimović into
a global brand.
As soon as you starting looking at the life and times of such a colourful
personality, it is quite easy to get lost in all of the finer details. But with
one of this year’s major sporting events just around the corner – EURO
2016 – our conversation naturally turns to the Swedish national team.
So what exactly can this team led by Ibrahimović and Källström hope

“Yes, this may well be my last
tournament. It’s possible. But there’s
no point thinking like that.
I am just focusing on our time in
France, and I believe that we can
qualify for the latter stages.”
Kim Källström

to achieve? Is it realistic for them to target the round of 16 after being
drawn in a group containing both Italy and Belgium?
Källström actually started planning for the European Championship a
year ago, signing a three-year contract with Grasshoppers as he didn’t
feel at home in Russia, where he played only 58 times for Spartak
Moscow in three years – nowhere near enough for someone to be a
regular. He also made a short pit stop in London, playing three times
for Arsenal on loan before heading back to the cold of Moscow. There
was no way that this father of two young daughters was going to end
his career on that note...

NAME Kim Källström
BORN 24 August 1982, Sandviken
PLAYING POSITION Midfielder
NATIONALITY Swedish
PLAYING CAREER BK Häcken, Djurgårdens IF, Stade Rennes,
Olympique Lyon, Spartak Moscow, Arsenal FC, Grasshoppers Zurich
INTERNATIONAL CAREER 127 caps, quarter-finalist at EURO 2004
CLUB HONOURS 4 league titles (2 with Djurgården & 2 with Lyon),
3 domestic cups (Djurgården, Lyon and Arsenal) AWARDS Sweden’s
“Midfielder of the Year” in 2009, 2011 and 2012

WITH THE YOUNG GUNS IN FRANCE
Källström studiously drains the last drop of espresso out of his cup
before placing it back on the table. They may only be minor details,
but they are also signs of just how much determination still burns
inside him. “You never know,” he says, meaning that he can’t be sure
how long he has left in the game. “Yes, this may well be my last
tournament. It’s possible. But there’s no point thinking like that. I am
just focusing on our time in France, and I believe that we can qualify
for the latter stages. The game against Ireland – our opening match –
will be crucial.”
The Sweden team itself is going through something of a transitional
phase at the moment, not only because Källström (127 caps) and
Ibrahimović (112) may be about to feature in their last tournament,
but also because coach Erik Hamrén has also decided to step down
after EURO 2016, which will see a new generation step into the
breach. For Hamrén, this summer is all about finding the perfect blend
of youth and experience.
You would be forgiven for thinking that a coach’s swansong is hardly
the perfect time to be changing things round, but the performances
of this new generation of players in their early 20s almost left Hamrén
with no choice. Don’t forget: the Swedish U-21 team saw off allClaudia Minder / freshfocus

comers at the European Championship in Prague last year, cheered on
to victory by thousands of Swedish fans who travelled to the Czech
Republic with them. There’s no reason to believe that they won’t be in
Paris, Toulouse and Nice this summer either.
No other national team has played as many internationals as Sweden,
who will break the 1,000-match mark this year. Their record is
FIFA 1904 /
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SWEDEN

Leaders Källström in the EURO 2016 play-off against Denmark
(top, on the ball, November 2015), Ibrahimović (bottom left)
chatting with team-mate Pontus Wernbloom during a qualifier
against Moldova (October 2015) as Källström looks on.
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primarily due to the fact that the neutral Swedes played virtually all
the way through (the four-year) World War I and again through (the
six-year) World War II, whereas most other countries had to take a
break from international competition. It is, however, also based on
an impressive history. It was Sweden who hosted the only World

CLASH OF THE TITANS
Sweden have a tricky draw in Group E:
Italy, Belgium and the Republic of Ireland.

Cup to have been played on Scandinavian soil to date (1958), going
all the way to the final before losing to Brazil in Stockholm. Ten years

On day 4 of the European Championship

earlier, the Swedes had claimed Olympic gold in London – which is

(13 June), Lyons will be the setting for the

still regarded as the country’s best-ever performance.

first real must-see match of the tournament:
Belgium v. Italy. On the same day, four hours

POWDER-KEG PLAY-OFFS

earlier, Sweden will meet the Republic of

Suddenly the blinds start to come down in the office. In the distance,

Ireland. Group E, on paper at least, is the

snow is blowing through the trees which, little by little, begin to

hardest group at EURO 2016.

disappear from view. “Yeah, the play-offs...,” says Källström. Last
autumn, Europe held its breath as

It is fair to say that Italy aren’t one of the

Sweden went head-to-head in a tense

favourites this time round. Their squad for

play-off with neighbours Denmark. As

this summer is certainly not as strong as it

ever, the media tried to ratchet the

has been in previous years, and outgoing

tension up even more, adding to the

coach Antonio Conte will also have to do

palpable hype around the matches.

without injured duo Claudio Marchisio and

“Denmark against Sweden is always

Marco Verratti. But write off the Italians at

something special. But we shouldn’t just

your peril, for they are known to get better

remember that rivalry, we should also

as a tournament progresses. If they can reach

think about our performances. Those

the round of 16, anything is possible.

two matches gave us belief. We can take

Remember the Serie A Calciopoli scandal in

that with us into our games in France.”

2006? Italy ended up winning their fourth
World Cup title that same summer, and six

Recently, some Swedish fans reacted

years later, the unpredictable Italians made it

with curious anger to a couple of

all the way to the final of EURO 2012.

average performances in friendly

Erik Hamrén Sweden’s coach will step down after EURO 2016.

matches, with Sweden being held to a

IRELAND TO CHALLENGE THE BIG BOYS

1-1 draw by the Czech Republic and

As for Belgium, although coach Marc Wilmots

falling to a 2-1 defeat at the hands of

will be shorn of the services of captain

Turkey. No matter how a team qualifies

Vincent Kompany, his talented side will start

– whether it is with ease or at the last

as many people’s tip to win the group. It

minute – you have to be ready for all

could, however, all boil down to how the Red

possible outcomes at the tournament

Devils fare against the Republic of Ireland in

itself. If a team is one of the dark horses,

their second match on 18 June. The Irish were

they may well be knocked out after the

impressive in their late run to qualification,

group stage, but if they are written off before a ball has even been

and they will be going all-out to make it up to

kicked, maybe they will reach the semis. At the 2006 World Cup, for

their fans after a very poor showing at EURO

example, the Swedish side built around Fredrik Ljungberg, Henrik

2012 (3 matches, 0 points). Coach Martin

Larsson and Ibrahimović opened with a goalless draw against

O’Neill, who has been linked with a number

Trinidad and Tobago. That meant they faced an early encounter with

of Premier League clubs, says: “When I think

Germany in the round of 16, which they promptly lost 2-0.

about our first game against Sweden at the

Bildbyran (2)

Stade de France – where we will definitely
After their recent 1-1 draw with the Czechs, Swedish newspaper

have incredible support – well I just can’t

Sportbladet ran with a rather telling comment: “No pace, no tempo,

wait.” The top two teams in each group, as

no win. No injuries, no dark clouds, no defeat. Is the glass half-full or

well as the four best third-placed teams, will

half-empty? We just don’t know.”

qualify for the round of 16.

Alan Schweingruber
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BLUE STARS/FIFA YOUTH CUP

FACE TO
FACE

The 78th Blue Stars/FIFA Youth Cup brought topclass youth football to FIFA’s home city of Zurich,
with Grasshoppers ultimately lifting the title
under a cloudless blue sky. FIFA 1904 reports.
By Perikles Monioudis

The sun is shining on the manicured pitches at the Buchlern sports
complex in Zurich. It is the ideal weather for football, and the lush green
playing surfaces perfectly offset the teams’ white, light-blue and yellow
kits. The tension is mounting, not only among the fans who have once
again flocked to see some of the stars of tomorrow, but also among the
young players themselves, who have travelled to Zurich from seven
different countries to take part in the Blue Stars/FIFA Youth Cup 2016.
That sense of anticipation has now given way to concentration, or
maybe to a touch of uncertainty as some players realise that they’ll be
up against a big club from Belgium, Portugal or maybe the Netherlands.
How good will they be? Do we stand a chance?

GIVING IT ALL
Before the youngsters can look each other in the eye out on the pitch,
they warm up on the training ground and listen carefully to their coach’s
final tactical instructions. They then lace up their boots and make their
way over to one of the two nearby pitches to do what they are here for:
to play football.
It’s all about the game – and for these young players there’s never a
bigger, more important game than the next one. They all want to go
out and play to the best of their ability, giving everything and hopefully
helping their team win. In that sense, they are no different to any other
players, whether they are young or pro. Get out there and win! The
perfect pitch, the perfect football weather – when else, if not now?
After all, there’s a FIFA trophy up for grabs at the end of it all.
FC Luzern’s dreams of winning a FIFA tournament came true last year,
and today they are starting their defence of the coveted trophy against
West Ham United. This year, the blue and whites from Central Switzerland will have to settle for sixth place, but they don’t know that yet –
just as the 17- to 19-year-olds from East London don’t know that they
are destined to lose 2-0 in the final to Grasshopper Club Zurich. The
game is wide open, as are these youngsters’ futures.
The players are focused on the game, but it is only natural that they let
their levels of concentration drop from time to time to size up the
opposition. All of the players are clearly proud to be here, a feeling that
will also have washed over them when they first heard that they had
been selected for a FIFA tournament. But now the time has come to
make it count. Today they are the embodiment of youthful exuberance
and confidence, and you would never guess that their stomachs are
currently doing somersaults.
You can see the focus in their eyes. They just want to get out onto the
pitch now. They loosen their legs, stretch their arms and shoulder
muscles, and try to take deep breaths to control their breathing. Easier
said than done, especially as they will soon be giving everything out on
the pitch – perhaps even more than usual as all games at this tournament only last for two halves of 20 minutes, which means that every
player has to give his all from the very first trill of the referee’s whistle.
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Ready for action
West Ham United (top)
and eventual champions
Grasshoppers (bottom)
wait to go onto the pitch.
Middle: FC St. Pauli after
warming up for a game.
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The pre-match
tension mounts.
FC St. Pauli and RSC
Anderlecht players (top)
Grasshoppers and
Benfica players (bottom:
Benfica youth academy
director Nuno Gomes
second from right).
Middle: FC St. Pauli and
Anderlecht in action.
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SPEED AND TECHNIQUE
This tournament is not about stamina and covering long distances on
the pitch, but about making sure that each pass, cross, dribble, tackle,

“It’s all about gaining experience.”
Guangzhou coach Marco Pezzaiuoli

header or shot is completed immediately without any one team being
able to exert too much influence or control the rhythm of the game.
These youngsters are playing at virtually the same speed as the pros,

Meanwhile, Orel Mangala, Jorn Vancamp and Wout Faes are all pushing

and the fact that they have to do so from the very start of each match

for a place in RSC Anderlecht’s professional squad, and the media are

means that they not only have to be in peak physical condition but also

already linking Mangala with a move to Borussia Dortmund. Anderlecht

blessed with immaculate technique.

recently made it to the semi-finals of the UEFA Youth League, where they
lost to Chelsea.

Nuno Gomes, the former Portugal striker who will soon turn 40, had
that ability in spades, and today he is in Zurich as the director of the

WHEN SECONDS COUNT

Benfica youth academy. He crosses his arms as he waits for his charges’

It is a different story for Guangzhou Evergrande FC, however, as their

next game – not in an act of defiance – but rather as a sign that he is

first experience of this tournament in Zurich proves to be one of defeat.

concentrating on his players. Some Benfica fans come over for a chat

Nevertheless, German coach Marco Pezzaiuoli is upbeat after seeing his

with him, and he poses for pictures with a warm smile before turning

team finish in tenth and last place, insisting that the main aim of his

his attention back to the Portuguese giants’ next opponents.

club’s trip to Zurich had been to gain experience and for his players to
learn how to control and pass the ball quicker. Back home in China,

Another man doing exactly that is Ludovic Magnin, a former Swiss

players tend to have up to two seconds to decide what to do with the

international with 62 caps who made almost 150 Bundesliga appear-

ball, whereas here they have less than a second.

ances for Werder Bremen and VfB Stuttgart before coming home to
coach the youngsters of FC Zurich. He is joined on the touchline by

His players certainly have the necessary technique, so the experience

West Ham’s Steve Potts, a former defender who played 399 times for

they gain here in Zurich, going toe-to-toe with excellent teams from

the Hammers, by Grasshoppers coach Boris Smiljanić, who won six

some of the biggest and best academies in the world, will stand them in

Swiss league titles as a player, and by Feyenoord’s Marcel Koning, who

good stead. Pezzaiuoli also explains that there are more than 3,000

made more than 300 appearances in the Eredivisie. They may now all

children and youngsters living and training at Guangzhou’s academy,

be coaches, but they all have one more thing in common: they are role

which is home to 50 football pitches. In Zurich, however, his U-19 players

models for kids who dream of making it into their club’s first-team

have had the chance to see their opponents up close.

squad one day.
It is not just with vital experience that the Guangzhou players make the

GUBARI’S EXPERIENCE

long trip home however, as they also claim the FIFA Fair Play Award.

Some players on show today have already done exactly that. Take, for

Football would be nothing without fair play, a quality that these Chinese

example, Grasshoppers’ 19-year-old Sherko Kareem Gubari, a pacey,

youngsters have in abundance.

agile and technically gifted Iraqi attacker who has already made 11
appearances in the Swiss top flight having been with Grasshoppers for a
little over a year already. Little wonder therefore that his experience and
vision proves to be vital for the eventual champions here today.
The seven-time Iraqi U-17 international goes on to win the adidas

78TH BLUE STARS/FIFA YOUTH CUP

Golden Ball for the best player of the tournament, no doubt helped by

Champions: Grasshopper Club Zurich

the fact that it is he who opens the scoring in the final, dropping his

Runners-up: West Ham United

shoulder on the left-hand side of the Londoners’ penalty area before

3rd place: RSC Anderlecht

curling the ball perfectly with his right foot into the top right-hand

4th place: FC St. Pauli

corner of the net – and not for the first time either. Assuming nothing

5th place: Feyenoord

gets in his way, the path to a career in European professional football

6th place: FC Luzern

appears to have already been set for this talented youngster from the

7th place: SL Benfica

war-torn city of Kirkuk.

8th place: FC Zurich
9th place: FC Blue Stars

Gubari isn’t the only player to have tasted life in a top flight though, as

10th place: Guangzhou FC

others to have done so include FC Zurich’s Maxime Dominguez (three

adidas Golden Ball: Sherko Kareem Gubari (Grasshopper Club Zurich)

appearances) and Mousse Koné (four), as well as Grasshoppers’ Harun

adidas Golden Glove: Enzo D’Alberto (RSC Anderlecht)

Alpsoy (12), Nikola Gjorgjev (nine) and Jean-Pierre Rhyner (two).

FIFA Fair Play Award: Guangzhou FC
FIFA 1904 /
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We’re proving our innovative spirit with
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SOCIAL MEDIA
FIFA 1904 ASKED ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER
“WHO WILL WIN EURO 2016, AND WHY?”

“I THINK FRANCE WILL WIN IT.
THEY HAVE EXTREMELY TALENTED YOUNG PLAYERS
WHO WILL BE HUNGRY TO IMPRESS THE HOME FANS.”
Lee Clark (Scotland) on Twitter.

“ENGLAND, WITH ITS YOUNG AND SOLID SQUAD,
WILL WIN THE TITLE. IN ADDITION TO THIS
NEW GENERATION, IT HAS A GREAT FIGHTING SPIRIT, WHICH OTHER TEAMS LACK.”
Amor Eloualid (Algeria) on Twitter.

“I SEE BELGIUM TAKING IT. WITH LUKAKU’S GOALSCORING
AND ALDERWEIRELD IN THE BACK LINE,
PLUS KEVIN DE BRUYNE, THEY’RE TAKING IT.”
Kris Haro (USA) on Twitter.

“I BELIEVE GERMANY WILL WIN,
BECAUSE THEY HAVE THE STRENGTH IN BOTH ATTACK
AND DEFENCE, SUCH AS GÖTZE AND NEUER.”

Getty Images / F04

AJ (England) on Twitter.

“EURO 2016 WILL BE WON BY SPAIN YET AGAIN
AS THEY HAVE QUALITY IN DEPTH IN ALL POSITIONS.”
Amey Deshpande (India) on Twitter.

FIFA 1904 /
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FIRST LOVE
PLACE New York, USA
DATE 16 April 2016
TIME 18.57
PHOTOGRAPHER Sally Montana
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THE INTERVIEW

Legendary
Paraguayan striker
Roque Santa Cruz is
a huge role model
for youngsters in his
home country.
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“I HAVE NEVER STOPPED
WORKING HARD”
Roque Santa Cruz was only 17 when he moved to Bayern Munich. Now 34, he has led the line for Paraguay
more than 100 times and has also been successful in three major European leagues. He cut a relaxed,
happy figure as he sat down with FIFA 1904 shortly before the Copa América Centenario to look back on
his career – but also to look to the future.
Roque Santa Cruz spoke to Annette Braun in Malaga

Jose Ortega Galan

The sun is shining on the Estadio Ciudad de
Málaga this morning, with only the sound of a
lawnmower breaking the silence. Málaga CF’s
training ground is a short 15-minute drive from
the city, flanked on one side by typical Malaga
apartment blocks, and on the other by beautiful
Andalusian flora. A refreshing wind is blowing in
off the nearby Mediterranean, helping to keep the
temperature bearable. There is no sign of the
hustle and bustle of tourists here as joggers
quietly go about their business on the freshly
mown grass and fans push up to the fences to
get a better view of the team’s training session.
The club is certainly open to its fans – and Roque
Santa Cruz is no less so in his chat with FIFA 1904.

Roque, you were only 17 when you moved to
Bayern Munich in 1999. What was it like to move
to a different continent at such a young age?
I have always been close to my family so it was
hard for me to leave my parents and brothers
behind. But at the same time I knew that it was
an important step for my career, and I was proud
to move to the Bundesliga when I was so young.
Any reservations I had before the move as to

whether it would all work out and whether I
would settle down soon proved to be unfounded.
I got to play and was very happy in Munich right
from the start.
You learnt German very quickly, and it is a
language in which you are still fluent.
My first week in Munich was very hard because I
couldn’t talk to my team-mates. That is why I
wanted to learn the language as quickly as I
could, especially so that I could understand the
jokes in the dressing room [laughs]. I managed it
relatively quickly and that made it easier for me to
settle down. My new team-mates also welcomed
me with smiles on their faces, even though they
had just lost the Champions League final to
Manchester United.
Can true friendships ever develop in football?
Football never stays the same. Players come and
players go. But you stay in touch, even if you
don’t see or talk to someone every day. It’s great
when you meet someone after a while and you
can still have a laugh together.
Your career has taken you to three major
European leagues. What are the major
differences between them?

In England, you really are struck by the passion in
every stadium with all the highs and lows.
Referees don’t tend to whistle too much, they
prefer to let the game flow more. Every match is a
spectacle. There are great stadiums in Germany
too, and most matches are sold out. The style of
play has changed compared to my time there
though, as teams now want to play beautiful
football as well as successful football. In Spain,
there is a great emphasis on technique, and the
fans like to see that you are comfortable on the
ball. All three leagues are very strong and they are
all the best in the world, in my opinion.
In which country was it easiest for you to
integrate?
I didn’t have problems in any of them, and I have
fond memories of my time in each country. My
wife feels most at home in Spain though because
my kids are growing up and are now going to
school here. That has helped my wife make
friends with other mothers and build up her own
social network away from football.
You have been plagued by injuries in your career.
Do you ever stop and wonder what could have
been if you hadn’t had so much time out?
Luckily, I haven’t had such thoughts because of
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THE INTERVIEW
my positive attitude! I have never moaned or
sulked about an injury, and instead I have
always used my energy to focus on getting fit
as quickly as possible. I am proud to say that I
have always bounced back after an injury.
You just have to try and make the best out of
every situation.
And you have to trust your own body.
When I get up in the morning, I do notice that
things aren’t as easy as they used to be. But
that’s not because of the injuries, it’s just
because I am getting older [laughs].
Have you ever felt any increased pressure to
prove to a club and to yourself that you can
get back to your old form?
Only at Bayern Munich, right at the start. I was
desperate to live up to people’s expectations
and to repay the faith that Uli Hoeness and
Ottmar Hitzfeld, for example, had shown in me.
But the older I got, the more I realised that I
shouldn’t let myself be influenced by what
people thought and expected of me, and
instead I should simply enjoy playing football.

Is that why you founded your own foundation,
to support youngsters in Paraguay?
It is very hard for kids in Paraguay to make
something out of their lives. The foundation
has allowed me to give something back and
to put these kids on the right path. I want to
show them that they are not alone, that there
are people who believe in them, and that you
can achieve a lot if you are committed and
determined.
What is the youth football scene like in
Paraguay?
There are many talented players who may make
it into the national team one day. Some of them
have already moved to Europe, whereas others
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NAME Roque Santa Cruz
BORN 16 August 1981, Asunción
PLAYING CAREER Club Olimpia, FC Bayern Munich, Blackburn Rovers FC,
Manchester City FC, Real Betis, CD Cruz Azul, CF Málaga
INTERNATIONAL CAREER 110 caps for Paraguay, 32 goals
MAJOR HONOURS 3 Paraguayan league titles, Intercontinental Cup winner,
UEFA Champions League winner, 5 German league titles, 4 German cup wins, Olympic silver medallist

Jose Ortega Galan

Is it hard to stay true to yourself in football?
Because of the popularity of the game, it is
easy to let yourself think that you are the next
big thing, but I never allowed myself to think
that way. That is how my parents brought me
up. I know that my professional career will be
over one day, and then I will have to lead a
completely normal life. It’s important to keep
things in perspective.

“The older I got, the more I realised that I shouldn’t let
myself be influenced by what people thought and expected
of me, and instead I should simply enjoy playing football.”

are playing at big Argentinian, Brazilian or even
Mexican clubs, who are now investing heavily.
Money should not play a major role at the
beginning of a career though. It is important for
young players to learn and improve first of all.
You have played in three World Cups. Tell us
about how you feel when you pull on your
national team shirt.
For me, there’s nothing better than playing for
your country. That was always my biggest goal,
even when I was a kid. Back then I didn’t even
think about playing for clubs. I only dreamt about
playing for my country. That feeling has not
changed at all. I am delighted every time I am
called up, and I have enjoyed so many beautiful
moments with the national team.
At your last World Cup, in South Africa in 2010,
for example?
The World Cup in South Africa was undoubtedly
a highlight – for the team as well as for me
personally. Having experienced the two previous
World Cups, I knew exactly what we could expect
and what we needed to do to be successful. I was
fit and played well, even though I didn’t score at
that World Cup. We reached the quarter-finals.
Where you were narrowly beaten 1-0 by
eventual world champions Spain...
We had our chances in that game. But in football,
you can only win if you score goals.
Paraguay are currently seventh in the South
American race to qualify for the 2018 World Cup.
Does the team have the potential to make it to
Russia?
The table is so, so tight at the moment, from the
top to the bottom. I see no reason why that will
change either. There are many South American
teams with a generation of good footballers, and I

include Paraguay in that. So yes, we do have the
potential to get into one of the top spots and
qualify for Russia.
Is Russia 2018 one of your own objectives?
No! Time is running out and eventually you reach
a point where there are younger players who
know what it takes to be successful at such a
tournament. You have to give those players the
space they need to develop. I am still motivated
though, I am enjoying training every day and, if
my body allows it, I would still like to play a few
more games for my country.
Who has been your toughest opponent at a
World Cup?
There have been a few – I’ve been around for a
while, don’t forget! But I particularly remember
Italian defenders Alessandro Nesta, Fabio Cannavaro and Paolo Maldini – tough duels!
Recent years have also seen the striker position
itself undergo changes.
Yes, but there are still teams who play with a
traditional “number 9”. Every attacker has to
move and change position, just like Pep Guardiola
introduced at Barcelona. You have to be versatile
to be a striker these days. I have played in the
hole at times too. That gave me the chance to get
in the team when we had a big squad, but it was
also a chance for me to develop. If you have to
give up your favourite position, you don’t always
do so happily. But in the end it’s all about making
yourself a better player.

guess I should get back to work again at some
point [laughs]. Whether that is in football, I don’t
know yet. It will certainly do me some good to
get away from the game for a while. One thing’s
for sure: I will continue to work hard for my
foundation.
Do you see your future in Europe or South
America?
My children are growing up in Europe, they have
friends here in Spain as well as fantastic opportunities for their future. We will fly to Paraguay
often so that my kids don’t forget their roots or
just how lucky they are. They need to see that not
everyone is fortunate enough to lead a life like
ours.
Are you looking forward to the next stage of
your life, or are you maybe a little apprehensive?
In my career, I have done everything I possibly
could to be a successful footballer. I have had
good and bad experiences but I have never
stopped working hard – in every training session,
in every match. So I can say that I am happy with
what I have achieved. At some point I will hang
up my boots with that sense of happiness, and I
will then look forward to new challenges.

Do you already have plans for after your career?
When the time comes, I will look forward to doing
some travelling with my family. I have been to
so many places during my career, but I haven’t
really seen that much. I want to visit all of those
countries again and meet up with friends. But I
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THEN

1966
ROTTERDAM, NETHERLANDS

Jan Voets / Anefo

In a training session with the Oranje,
Daan Schrijvers (below) helps his team-mate Frits Flinkevleugel with a stretch.
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NOW

2015
WINNIPEG, CANADA

Kevin C. Cox / Getty Images

Silawan Intamee (below) stretches her team-mate Natthakarn Chinwong during half-time
in Thailand’s group-stage match against Germany at the Women’s World Cup.
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DEBATE

FIFA CONGRESS DRIVES FOOTBALL FORWARD
With the announcement of a complete overhaul of football development, the appointment of
new FIFA Secretary General Fatma Samoura, progress on the implementation of the reforms and the
FIFA Legends initiative, the 66th FIFA Congress ushered in a new era for FIFA and global football.

Backing up his election pledge, FIFA President

REFORMS IN ACTION

Regular “football summits” for member

Gianni Infantino presented “FIFA Forward”,

FIFA updated its member associations on the

associations will start in the third quarter of

a complete overhaul of FIFA’s football develop-

progress in the implementation of the reform

2016, with inter-confederation conferences

ment programmes. FIFA Forward provides

process since new measures were approved in

involving about 20 associations designed

360-degree, tailor-made support for football

February. Reforms already operational within

to address important regional topics in

development in each of FIFA’s member

FIFA’s structures are:

football.

will significantly increase its investment to

- Enhanced control of revenue and spending

FIFA LEGENDS

USD 5 million for each member association per

- Eligibility checks for new members of

Clarence Seedorf and Sun Wen presented FIFA

monitored closely through enhanced compliance, accountability and transparency, with all
member associations required to publish



- Publication of individual compensation of


for running costs. The use of funds will be

committees and senior positions
senior FIFA officials
- Appointment of first independent members


four-year cycle for football projects and support



associations and the six confederations. FIFA

on key committees

independent audits of their finances under the
new regulations.

UN OFFICIAL FATMA SAMBA DIOUF SAMOURA
APPOINTED FIFA SECRETARY GENERAL

Legends, an initiative that will support the
organisation’s goal of giving a stronger voice to
people directly involved in football. The FIFA
Legends team is designed to bring together
former top players from the men’s and women’s
game to promote and support football and its

The President announced the creation of a

wider mission around the world, and to give

women’s football division in the FIFA

something back to the game.

administration to further support the promotion
and development of women’s football.

President Infantino announced the appointment
by the FIFA Council of Fatma Samba Diouf
Samoura (Senegal) as FIFA’s new Secretary
General, the first woman and African to hold
this post. Ms Samoura is a 21-year veteran of
United Nations programmes who is currently
the UN’s Resident/Humanitarian Coordinator
and UNDP Resident Representative in Nigeria.
As required under article 37 of the FIFA Statutes, Ms Samoura will undergo an eligibility
check by the independent Review Committee.
She will take up her post as Secretary General in
mid-June.
“Fatma is a woman with international experience and vision who has worked on some of
the most challenging issues of our time,” said
build and lead teams, and improve the way
organisations perform. Importantly for FIFA,
she also understands that transparency and
accountability are at the heart of any well-run
and responsible organisation.”
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FIFA Congress in Mexico City President Gianni Infantino during his speech on 13 May 2016.

David Leah / Mexsport

President Infantino. “She has a proven ability to

PRESIDENT´S MESSAGE
ELECTION OF NEW FIFA COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Governance Committee:
Luís Miguel Poiares Maduro (Portugal) has been
elected as chairman and Mukul Mugdal (India)
as deputy chairman. Both will also head the
independent Review Committee. Luis Felipe
Cantuarias Salaverry (Peru) was elected as a
member of this committee.

TAKING ACTION FOR
A BETTER FUTURE

Disciplinary Committee:
John Simmonds (Jamaica), Leonardo Carlos
Stagg Peña (Ecuador) and Carlos Manuel Terán
Valero (Venezuela) have been elected as
members.

Much has happened over the past year, and I understand how FIFA’s public image has
suffered as a result. Our sole focus now should be on our deeds and actions, not on

Ethics Committee:

premature conclusions and speculation.

Akihiro Hara (Japan), Oscar Vicente Scavone

During my 80 days in office to date, I have travelled to five continents to listen to

Rivas (Paraquay) and Anin Yeboah (Ghana) have

everyone who is devoted to the game we love, and what I have heard convinces me

been elected as members of the adjudicatory

that we have adopted the right strategy – one aimed at ensuring responsible and

chamber.

dedicated association management, at investing more in football development and at
promoting diversity in the game and its administration.

Audit and Compliance Committee:

At its Congress in Mexico, FIFA laid down further milestones on its path towards

Enrique Bonilla (Mexico) and Jorge del Solar

rehabilitation. A new football development programme was presented: “FIFA Forward”

Bueno (Bolivia) have been elected as new

is a tailored initiative combining increased investment with stricter controls across all

members.

member associations and confederations. The Congress also elected new, independent
members to the Governance, Disciplinary and Ethics Committees and to the Audit and

The Congress authorised the Council to

Compliance Committee.

appoint office holders for the remaining vacant

After 112 years of existence, FIFA has now appointed its first female Secretary General.

positions within the judicial bodies, the Audit

Fatma Samoura has the perfect blend of management expertise combined with

and Compliance Committee and the

specialist knowledge of promoting governance and compliance.

Governance Committee until the 67th FIFA

Another new initiative is the FIFA Legends, through which players who gave much to

Congress, and to dismiss any office holder of

the beautiful game during their star-studded careers are now giving something back by

these committees until that Congress.

promoting its wider mission. I consider myself very fortunate to have these outstanding

Alexander Hassenstein / FIFA via Getty Images

experts from the men’s and women’s game on board at FIFA.
Ahead of the Congress, the FIFA Council lifted

FIFA is working very hard to leave the mistakes of the past behind. There can no longer

the suspension of the Football Association of

be any place in our organisation for anyone who has cheated us or who has made illicit

Indonesia imposed in May 2015. However, the

gains out of football. These individuals must be brought to book by the appropriate

Congress confirmed the suspensions of Benin

legal bodies. Under my presidency, FIFA is continuing to cooperate fully with the

and Kuwait, and asked the FIFA Council to lift

authorities.

these suspensions as soon as the necessary

It will take time for this strategy to be fully implemented. For FIFA to change for the

requirements had been fulfilled. The Congress

better, we need to take concrete action, not just talk about it – and of this I am more

extended the mandate of the FIFA Monitoring

convinced than ever.

Committee Israel-Palestine, which was set up
by the 65th FIFA Congress in 2015. Chaired by
Tokyo Sexwale, the committee reported
progress in facilitating the free movement of
Palestinian people and goods connected with

Best wishes, Gianni Infantino

football. The FIFA President announced that he
would travel to Palestine and Israel to help
resolve the outstanding issue of five clubs
playing in the disputed area that are affiliated
to the Israel Football Association.
FIFA 1904 /

39

FIFA WORLD FOOTBALL MUSEUM

THE FINAL
OF FINALS

Roller-coaster emotions in a cosy atmosphere: the
eight-minute film in the FIFA World Football Museum
is a visual and aural treat.
By Alan Schweingruber

There are some things in life that you only hear or read about.

of visitors in the museum that day) is an exclusive retrospective

Occasionally, if everything goes exactly to plan, and fate looks

of the highlights from all the World Cup finals. At first that

kindly on you, it might be possible to experience such things

sounds rather “been there, done that”. But the film is no

for yourself. Maybe you have a list of such things, those

romp-like “Best Of” show of the last 100 years, of which

once-in-a-lifetime experiences that you’d love to do before you

enough abound, but rather a cleverly edited collage with a

die, a so-called bucket list. For any football fan, top of the list

storyline and an arc of suspense.

has got to be: go to a World Cup match. Or even: go to a World
Cup final.

At the start, the camera zooms out from the Estadio Azteca to
give a birds-eye view of the scene from Mexico 1970. Then we

Now, at the FIFA World Football Museum in Zurich, you can

suddenly jump a few years back, to see the young Queen

experience for yourself that feeling of sitting in a stadium and

Elizabeth, wearing a pretty yellow frock and smiling as she takes

seeing things that will still be talked about 50 years later.

her seat at the old Wembley Stadium in 1966. Then to 1994:

Halfway through their visit to the museum, visitors are invited

Roberto Baggio warming up in the bowels of the sold-out Rose

into a small cinema with a huge semi-circular screen. If you

Bowl Stadium in Pasadena. You can see that he is feeling

deliberately look sideways before the film starts (you certainly

nervous, and in the audience you start to feel his nerves.

see an older gentleman carefully cleaning his glasses, the

GRAND FINALE: GÖTZE

better to see the magic. Just an example.

After two minutes, the whistle is heard, and now play can
begin. Here, the film-makers could have really gone to town.

BAGGIO EXCLUSIVE

But the sequence of images is supposed to imitate a real

The focus is of course elsewhere. The eight-minute film (which is

match. Missed chances are shown. Cruyff, Maradona, Seeler,

sometimes reduced to four minutes depending on the number

Moore, Zidane and Pelé are all in full flow. Of course they
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Adam Naparty

wouldn’t do it during, so enrapturing is the film), you might

Magic moments
The film in the museum’s
cinema shows some of
the most memorable
scenes from World Cup
finals down the years.

Cruyff, Maradona, Seeler, Moore, Zidane and
Pelé are all in full flow. Of course they never
played together in real life, but here in
the FIFA World Football Museum they do!

FOOTBALL ART, STREETWISE

never played together in real life, but here in the FIFA World
Football Museum they do!
First half, second half. Classical music plays throughout, and a
somewhat conservative English commentator’s voice narrates.
Then finally, the goals. In London, in Berne, in Stockholm, and of
course, Mario Götze’s winning goal in Rio de Janeiro. He is the
FIFA-MUSEUM (4)

last World Cup scorer to date, and now the slow-motion image
of his goal flickers across the screen, a fitting end to the film.

To commemorate International Museum Day, there
was a treat in store for visitors to the FIFA World
Football Museum on 22 May in the form of a special
free StreetFootballArt exhibition. Highlights of the
programme included workshops and appearances by
artists from the worlds of street dance, street football,
footbag and graffiti as well as a photo exhibition of
urban football landscapes.
F04

If there’s still space on your bucket list, this should be a new
entry: visit the cinema in the FIFA World Football Museum!

For more information and pictures, visit www.fifamuseum.com.

FIFA 1904 /

41

WOMEN’S FOOTBALL

HERE ON MERIT
Corinne Diacre, Chan Yuen-ting, Carolina Morace – more and more women
are establishing themselves as coaches of professional teams in the men’s game.
In doing so, they are earning respect and setting the tone for the future.
By Annette Braun

At first, the award appears rather insignificant

proud that Hong Kong is setting an example to

with little to suggest just how important it

the world in terms of equality. I am sure that she

actually is. Chan Yuen-ting is holding a silver

will do a good job.” Eastern’s success has proved

frame in her hands and smiling proudly for the

that he was right to be so confident.

cameras. The 27-year-old coach has just made it
into the Guinness World Records after her

LEADING THE WAY

Eastern Sports Club team saw off South China

In the French second division, Corinne Diacre has

2-1 on the penultimate day of the Hong Kong

been in charge of Clermont Foot 63 for almost

Premier League season to secure the league title.

two years now. After taking up her position in

It is a fifth title for Eastern, who aren’t exactly

the Massif Central, she was met with no little

strangers to the art of celebration, but more

opposition. At her first press conference, the

significantly, it is the first time that a men’s club

waiting press corps stared her down and only

has been coached to a top-level league title by a

wanted to know one thing: how would she, a

woman.

woman, be able to do this job? Perhaps that is
exactly why Diacre has become increasingly

“The pressure was such
that I couldn’t sleep and
eat well early on.”
Chan Yuen-ting

withdrawn over the past two years, only giving
interviews in the obligatory press conferences
and giving the impression that she can be rather
unapproachable. She is known as a no-nonsense
coach – and that is just how she deals with the
media too, refusing to answer questions about
her being a woman in the man’s game. She just
wants to be judged on her work, just as every

That explains just why Guinness World Records

other coach does.

are in town today to present their award to Chan,
who admits that her path to glory has been far

Clermont President Claude Michy admits: “I am

performing to the best of her ability as she too

from easy: “The pressure was such that I couldn’t

a macho with views from the Middle Ages.

is not a fan of the public debate about quotas.

sleep and eat well early on. I was afraid to let the

I didn’t want to do something for feminism

It goes without saying that she has ambitions to

people around me down.” After all, female

with this appointment. I just chose the most

step up into the top flight one day, but she

coaches are still something of a rarity – not just

competent person for the job.” That would have

wants to do so on merit on the back of her

in the men’s game but even in women’s football

been music to Diacre’s ears: she doesn’t want

performances. It is maybe therefore a little ironic

too. At last year’s FIFA Women’s World Cup™ in

to be part of a quota, she just wants to be

that most people know Steinhaus because of a

Canada, for example, just eight of the 24 teams

successful. She is certainly doing that – she kept

little set-to that she had with then-Bayern coach

were coached by a woman. And that is exactly

Clermont up in her first year in charge, and she

Pep Guardiola while serving as a fourth official.

why the significance of Eastern’s league title

also kept them in contention for promotion for

It wasn’t exactly a battle of the sexes, but more

under Chan cannot be underestimated.

most of her second campaign.

of a scene that you can expect to see in the
technical area at most matches.

Mark Sutcliffe, the CEO of the Hong Kong FA,

BOSSING THE BLOKES

was delighted when Eastern gave the job to

For Bibiana Steinhaus, who referees in Germany’s

Even though successful women in the men’s

Chan last year, going on record as saying: “I am

second division, it has always been about

game are still the exception rather than the
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“I WANT
TO GROW”
In 2015, Karina LeBlanc was between
the posts for Canada as they hosted the
Women’s World Cup; this year she is
taking part in the second edition of the
FIFA Female Leadership Development
Programme starting in June.
Karina LeBlanc is lost for words when asked
to describe that moment at the 2012 Olympic
Games when she stood on the podium with
her team-mates and the Canadian flag was
raised in honour of the bronze medallists. It
was a dream come true, and at that moment
she realised that anything is possible if you
believe in it.
LeBlanc hung up her boots following the FIFA
Women’s World Cup Canada 2015™, but the
belief remains, and she wants to pass on the
message to all girls. “Dare to dream, because
you can do it,” is her personal motto, one
which she will remember as she begins the
second edition of the FIFA Female Leadership
Development Programme. “It’s exciting to be
able to learn from some of the best leaders in
the world and to be surrounded by women
who want to grow,” said LeBlanc in anticipaChan Yuen-ting The 27-year-old coach has led Eastern Sports Club to the league title.

tion of the first workshop. Her future plans
involve taking on more television work and
greater leadership responsibilities.
For LeBlanc, it is about more than football:

Kin Cheung / AP / Keystone

“You are empowering kids by giving them a
norm, the media’s prejudices are no longer as

record is an encouragement“. Not only for her

ball. By playing football I learned teamwork,

pronounced as they once were, as when Diacre

career but also for every woman who wants to

leadership and goal setting. The game

was appointed by Clermont, for example. Surely

make her way in the world of football. Not

impacts people for the better.” Therefore,

that represents some form of progress? Carolina

simply because they are women, but simply

LeBlanc’s focus is on increasing the popularity

Morace, once the coach of a men’s team in

because they are good enough.

of women’s football and getting more girls

Italy’s Serie C, is yet another example as she has

playing. She says that the effects of the

been the technical director of Australian side

Canadian FA’s efforts were evident at the

Floreat Athena FC since September 2015,

World Cup: “You could see girls, boys,

proving that women no longer need be content

women and men wearing women’s shirts and

with a job as a physio or a spokeswoman in the

supporting the women’s national team.” It

men’s game.

comes back to her core belief: “Women’s
football is successful if you believe in it.”

Chan Yuen-ting, however, knows just how
significant her award really is. Holding her award

Annette Braun

under her arm, she says: “Getting this world
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FACES OF FIFA

Name: Madleen Noreisch Job title: Deputy Head of
Sustainability Age: 35 Nationality: Finland/Germany
Date joined FIFA: 2008

Name: Carolina Püls Job title: FIFA Films Manager Age: 34
Nationality: Switzerland Date joined FIFA: 2008

Name: Jean-Pierre Koeltgen Job title: Head of Ticketing
and Hospitality Age: 60 Nationality: France
Date joined FIFA: 2001

Why did you want to work for FIFA?
Ever since 2001, when a university professor told
me about using football as a tool for peacebuilding in Palestine and Israel, I was hooked on the
idea of using sport for social development. The
opportunity to manage Football for Hope programmes at FIFA turned out to be a great way to
fulfil this dream. After all, what better place than
FIFA to use the power of football as a force for
good?

How did you come to be at FIFA?
I had just finished my Masters in London and was
looking for a job back home in Switzerland. I was
looking for an international environment and preferably
within the TV industry, which is hard to find in Switzerland. When I saw a job advertisement for the Marketing
Division in a newspaper, I just applied. I was very happy
when HR called to ask if I would be interested in a
position in the TV Division instead, which was a better
fit for my profile. A few months later, I joined FIFA Films.

Why did you want to work for FIFA?
Football is my favourite form of sports marketing
as it is the fairest way of combining business with
sport in terms of international entertainment.
Having been involved in the production side of
sports and show business marketing and been
part of the organising committee for France 98,
I applied for a position at FIFA because for me,
it is the most positive of the global organisations
and I am proud to work for it.

What exactly do you do at FIFA?
As Deputy Head of Sustainability, I support the
strategic planning of the department’s work. My
current focus is on making the FIFA World Cups
more sustainable by minimising their negative
and promoting their positive impact on people,
the environment and the local economy. In
essence, making great events even greater by
making them more socially responsible and more
respectful of the planet.

What goals do you have for FIFA?
To continue to provide fans around the world with
great moving images.

What exactly do you do at FIFA?
My job is to maximise the asset value of FIFA
competitions by adding hospitality and services
to football, the most emotional entertainment
experience in the world.

What has been the highlight of your time at
FIFA to date?
I will never forget the charged atmosphere in a
packed auditorium on the final day of the
Football for Hope Forum 2013 in Belo Horizonte
and the inspirational personal testimonies of
project leaders from all over the world. It was a
truly humbling but also uplifting experience.

Who do you think will win the 2018 FIFA World Cup?
Not sure. Since my dad is German and my mum is
Swedish and I grew up most of my life in Switzerland,
I always want one of these countries to win. The
good thing is I have a choice!

Which was your favourite tournament?
The FIFA World Cup in South Africa. It was hard work
but I took a lot of good memories back home from this
colourful country. And although it was not the tournament itself, I also enjoyed working on delivering the TV
show for the Final Draw in Cape Town.

What does sport mean to you?
Whether I’m playing different types of sport or
watching it on TV, sport to me means fun, exertion,
entertainment and passion. It gives me energy and
helps me clear my mind.

Who is your favourite football team of all
time?
The legendary World War One soldiers who put
aside their hostility towards each other by laying
down their arms on Christmas Eve in 1914 to play
a game of football together.
What has been the highlight of your time at
FIFA to date?
My highlight is always the next FIFA event –
encountering a new culture, a new team. “Smile
and go” is my solution to all challenges.
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PHOTO ARCHIVE

We did it! After their World Cup triumph in 1982 – beating West Germany 3-1 in the final in Madrid – Italy’s goalkeeper Dino Zoff, midfielder Franco Causio and
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Keystone

coach Enzo Bearzot (from left) enjoy a game of cards with Italian President Sandro Pertini (by window) on their flight home.
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HISTORY

MAY
I HAVE
THE NEXT
DANCE?
José Leandro Andrade certainly
lived life to the limit. His is a tale of
two Olympic gold medals,
a World Cup winner’s medal and
countless headlines – but it is also
one with a tragic ending.

International breakthrough
José Leandro Andrade was part of the Uruguay squad
that won the gold medal at the 1924 Olympics in Paris.
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By Annette Braun

José Leandro Andrade was certainly at home on

Success at club level, where he played for clubs

the big stage as it was there that he came to life,

including Club Atlético Bella Vista and Nacional

seemingly soaring above everyone around him.

Montevideo, proved to be elusive at first, but he

In his case, the big stage was the stadium, a place

was part of the Uruguayan squad that won the

where he stood out thanks to his inimitable

Copa América in 1923. Twelve months later, he put

elegance and tireless work ethic as he drove his team

his footballing skills on show in Europe too. Very few

on to glory. At times it almost looked too easy for

fans took an interest in Uruguay’s matches as the

the graceful Andrade, who led the Uruguayan
national team to double Olympic glory (1924 and
1928) as well as to one World Cup title (1930).
His performances on the pitch always made him the
centre of attention.
That is something he craved both on and off the
pitch, however, and something that often drew him
to nightclubs. Once there, he would happily bask in
the limelight, enjoying the admiring glances of his

A winning smile
Uruguay – with Andrade in
their ranks – won the first
FIFA World Cup™ in 1930.

fans – and particularly of women who hoped to
catch his eye as he strode as gracefully across the
dance floor as he did the pitch, slipping into the
groove of the music before grabbing the microphone

1924 Paris Olympics got under way, with only a few

himself to finally hold the rest of the room in the

hundred watching their opening game against

palm of his hand.

Yugoslavia, who were rather confident of winning
the match as they had sent spies to their opponents’

A talented footballer, an entertainer, a dandy – just

training sessions. Unfortunately for Yugoslavia,

who was José Leandro Andrade, who shot to fame

La Celeste were also aware of their cunning plan,

in South America and Europe in the early part of the

and they promptly put in sub-standard performances

last century? Who was this mercurial player who

in training to hide just how good they actually were.

enjoyed all the trappings of fame off the pitch, and

Uruguay ran out comfortable 7-0 winners, and they

whose wild lifestyle would later come back to haunt

followed that up with a 3-0 victory over the USA.

him? All of these terms could be used to describe
Andrade – and that is exactly what made him so
popular.

BETWEEN FACT AND FICTION
When Andrade was born in Salto in 1901, there
was initially nothing to suggest that he would later
go on to stardom. He slept on a cold floor, and he
only attended school sporadically, but he was soon
drawn to the bright lights of Montevideo, and it was
there on the streets of the capital that he found his
A man of many talents
Andrade in an Amsterdam
café in 1928.

feet. There was no shortage of rumours about him
either: that his father had actually been 98 when
Getty Images, Spaarnestad Fotoarchief

Andrade junior was born, that he had worked as a
gigolo as a youngster, that he had later suffered

The press was full of praise for the Uruguayans, waxing

from sexually transmitted diseases. There is no way

lyrical about the skill and the speed of thought of

of knowing which – if any – of these rumours were

their players – and of one man in particular: José

true. But we do know about his footballing career,

Leandro Andrade. There were 45,000 people in the

and just how much the public loved him. Andrade is

stadium by the time the quarter-final against France

regarded as the best player of the 1920s and the first

came around – a match that Uruguay won 5-1 – and

global superstar who – because of the colour of his

the South Americans went on to claim the very first

skin – became known as “The Black Marvel”.

Olympic title after a 3-0 win over Switzerland in the
FIFA 1904 /
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final. That was just the start though, and four years

Sadly, the passing of man who once attracted so

later they repeated the trick by defeating their

much attention slipped under the radar somewhat.

neighbours and arch-rivals Argentina in the 1928

In 1956, German journalist Fritz Hack set off for

Olympic final, with some 250,000 people clamouring

Montevideo to interview him. When he arrived, he

for tickets. Despite colliding with a goal post in
Uruguay’s semi-final victory over Italy, Andrade was
able to take to the pitch for the final and he played
his part in defending his country’s crown.

BON VIVANT AND CROWD FAVOURITE
It was not just on the pitch that Andrade stood out
though, and in 1924 he was seen mixing with Parisian
high society, dancing to the music of an Argentinian
orchestra, singing South American classics and flirting
with women. He was so enamoured with the
bohemian French lifestyle that he stayed on in Paris
after the tournament in 1924 and enjoyed all that the
city had to offer. He was virtually unrecognisable
when he eventually returned to Uruguay wearing a
chic hat, yellow gloves and leather boots. This bon
vivant no longer had much in common with his
Cartoon
Andrade certainly left his mark
on the Olympic Games in Paris.

former self, that little boy from Salto.
Rather infamous, a little arrogant – but certainly no
less fascinating. Just how much of an impression

found an international star who had fallen back into

Andrade had left on Paris became obvious in 1925

the squalid conditions into which he had been born.

when his club, Nacional, set off on a tour of nine

José Leandro Andrade had been at home on the big

European countries. Some 800,000 turned out

stage. When he lost that, he seemingly lost himself

to welcome them – but most of them had come

too. Within a year he had passed away ... lonely and

for a glimpse of one man and one man only:

penniless. He was 56 years old.

José Leandro Andrade, who was unfortunately ill
and only appeared in half of Nacional’s games,
appearing rather dishevelled. He still had an aura
about him though, and the crowd were as in love
with him as ever.
By the time of the first FIFA World Cup™ in 1930,
he had clearly lost a little of his spark and brilliance
but he was still a national hero – especially when he
and his team-mates defeated Argentina in the final,
a rerun of the 1928 Olympic gold-medal match,
to become the very first world champions.

WHEN THE SPOTLIGHT FADES
That World Cup final against Argentina proved to be
Andrade’s last-ever game for La Celeste. He went
on to play for a number of clubs in Uruguay and
Getty Images (2)

Argentina, even winning a league title, but while
football had helped to keep his excesses in check
during his hey-day, once he hung up his boots in
1937 it was alcohol, a poor diet and depression that
took hold of his life.

Souvenir
This plaque adorned a
workshop ahead of the
1930 World Cup final.
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STATISTICS

FIFA
FIFA
FAN
FAN
FEST
FEST
™

MEHR ALS 30 MILLIONEN
MORE THAN
MILLION
FANS30WAREN
BEIFANS
DEN
2010
AND
2014
ATFANFESTEN
THE 2006,DER
WM-TURNIERE
WORLD
CUPS.
2006, 2010
UND 2014

IN 2006
, MORE THAN
2006
IN DEUTSCHLAND
18 MILLION FANS CELEBRATED

FIEBERTEN ALLEIN 18 MILLIONEN
IN GERMANY
ALONE
ZUSCHAUER
MIT.

FOR THE 2010 WORLD CUP
IN SOUTH AFRICA, THERE WERE ALSO SIX
INTERNATIONAL EVENTS FOR THE FIRST TIME:
IN ROME, PARIS, BERLIN, MEXICO CITY,
SYDNEY AND RIO DE JANEIRO
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97 %

OF ATTENDEES IN BRAZIL SAID THEY WOULD
COME BACK; THEY SPENT AN AVERAGE
OF 4.7 HOURS AT THE FAN FEST

86 %

OF ATTENDEES
THOUGHT
THAT A VISIT
DER
TEILNEHMER
WAREN
TO
FAN FEST HAD
IMPROVED
DERTHEMEINUNG,
DASS
DER BESUCH
THEIR
WORLD CUP EXPERIENCE
IHR WM-ERLEBNIS
AUFWERTETE.

IN JEDEM DER
11 BE
AUSTRAGUNGSTHERE
WILL
A FAN FEST
ORTE
DEROF
WMTHE
2018 IN11RUSSLAND
IN
EACH
RUSSIAN
WIRD ES CITIES
EIN FANFEST GEBEN.
HOST

DAS GRÖSSTE
THE
BIGGEST AUF
WILLDEN
BE SPERLINGSBERGEN
AT VOROBYOVY GORY
ZUSCHAUERN
PLATZPEOPLE
BIETEN.
IN MOSKAU
MOSCOWWIRD
WITH40A 000
CAPACITY
OF 40,000
Kamil Krzaczynski/EPA/Keystone
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ADELAIDE UNITED
Southern Australia club Adelaide
United have claimed the Premier’s
Plate and championship trophy for
the 2015-16 season of the Hyundai
A-League – thanks in no small part
to their Spanish-style possession
football and coach Guillermo Amor.
By Perikles Monioudis

Champions!
Adelaide coach Guillermo Amor celebrates their victory
in the A-League Grand Final with player Craig Goodwin
(left). Bruce Djité kisses the trophy held out to him by
Pablo Sanchez.

A photo from 1992 bearing the legend “The
new graduates from La Masía” shows the then
FC Barcelona Vice-President Josep Mussons
surrounded by three young players, whom he is
presenting with solemnity and pride. The three
players who had just graduated from the legendary youth academy of the Catalonian giants and
now found themselves in a packed Camp Nou
were Guillermo Amor, Albert Ferrer and Pep
Guardiola.
The photo marked the beginning of three
beyond the trio’s playing days. Guardiola, for
example, is one of the top coaches in the world
today. At the age of 13, he encountered a player
on pitch number 1 at La Masía who was four
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star-studded careers that have extended far

An amazing comeback
Guillermo Amor made the
Adelaide United team much
more effective.

OLÉ,
ADELAIDE!
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ADELAIDE UNITED
years older than him and who dazzled him with

The somewhat dour Gombau introduced

the ball does not, in itself, win matches, as the

his talent, taught him his own way of playing and

Amor to Adelaide United, where he worked

Spanish national team can testify, as cracks in

became his idol: Guillermo Amor. In his autobiog-

for a month before signing a one-year contract

their revolutionary playing style began to emerge

raphy, Guardiola recalls the period and writes as

as technical director and eventually taking

after winning the 2008 and 2012 European

if he were speaking directly to Amor: “I used to

over from his compatriot shortly before his

Championships and the 2010 World Cup. As if

have my practical football lessons at 7pm on an

contract expired in July 2015. Gombau had

having to deal with a goal drought was not

adjacent pitch. But I used to turn up two hours

fallen out of favour after a series of defeats

enough, Amor’s team shipped 14 goals in rounds

earlier, so I could listen in on the theory class on

and took up a youth coaching role in New York.

three to six of the A-League season that had just

pitch number 1: seeing how you carried yourself,

ended. Something about the revered system of
play, which had proved so successful, was not
working.
Over the next few weeks, Amor focused on the
Reds’ defence and transitional play – and the
results spoke for themselves, the team conceding
just four goals in nine matches in December
2015 and January 2016. Having enjoyed 70%
possession against Perth in the third round, a
match they lost 3-1, by the time round 16 came
around, they managed to beat Brisbane Roar 4-1
with just 35% possession.
At the heart of Adelaide’s fast and intelligent
transitional play was Isaías, who shielded the
defence and launched attacks from midfield. The
29-year-old Spaniard crowned a sensational
season with a stunning goal from a free kick in
the Grand Final. “It was unbelievable. It was so
special, it was the biggest game of my career,”
he said after the match. Isaías had made just four
appearances for Espanyol in La Liga in the
2010-11 season, but he is now having the time

The foundations for success Players Amor, Ferrer and Guardiola (from left) at Barcelona’s Camp Nou in 1992.

of his football life. “I came to Australia – the
other side of the world – three years ago, and
never dreamed that I would become a champion
here.” Even with his compatriot Amor as coach.

how you encouraged your team-mates, how you

Initially, Amor struggled with his rudimentary

asked for the ball, how you listened and how you

English, and he also had to contend with a more

FINE-TUNING THE TEAM

earned the respect of everyone around you.”

serious problem in the form of the lethargy that

Amor wanted to make his players enjoy playing

had enveloped the team since embarking on

again, and he has achieved just that. Despite the

AUSTRALIA BECKONS

their losing streak, but he managed to pull off

need to adhere to the system, he has given them

It was only logical that on hanging up his boots

something special in the same season by guiding

the freedom they needed as individuals, as any

after a glittering career for Barça (five champion-

the club firstly to the Premier’s Plate (as table-

system is only as good as the players who

ships and five European titles) and 37 appearanc-

toppers) and then to the championship after

implement it. Striker Marcelo Carrusca, who is a

es for Spain, Amor should turn to coaching

their 3-1 victory over Western Sydney Wanderers

firm favourite in the city, was forced to sit on the

young players. And where else but at the

in the Grand Final on 1 May 2016. It was an

bench while Amor tweaked the system – which

Catalonian club where he had made his mark?

incredible achievement, but how did it happen?

didn’t go down too well with the fans. However,

After a four-year stint in charge of youth football

CHANGE OF SYSTEM PAYS OFF

previous clubs include Galatasaray, Cruz Azul

director, he pursued the path trodden by another

Amor based his system on the possession foot-

and Estudiantes, and waited until the 32-year-old

former La Masía coach, Josep Gombau, and

ball that his Spanish predecessor had favoured

felt comfortable with the new system. The Reds’

headed to Australia.

for two years at Adelaide United – but retaining

top scorer was Bruce Djité, 29, who has made
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Amor publicly stood by the Argentinian, whose

and a subsequent spell as the club’s technical

nine appearances for the Socceroos, and whose

PASSING ON THE BATON

successfully stepped up from youth coaching, he

11 goals earned him fifth place in the league’s

In football, it is important that knowledge is

has paved the way for a return to Europe, and

list of top goalscorers for the season.

passed down from generation to generation: in

there can be no doubt that offers will come in

La Masía, Amor was Guardiola’s role model as a

from Spain.

The return from a knee injury of goalkeeper

young player, and he is now a role model for

Eugene Galekovic, who kept a clean sheet in

Isaías as a rookie coach in Adelaide. “He is

Beaten in the Grand Final, Western Sydney

seven of 13 league matches, was also a key

everything to us. He was amazing as a player

Wanderers, who under experienced coach Tony

factor in the team’s success, as were experienced

and now this is his first as a coach. I always loved

Popovic won the AFC Champions League in

Italian defender Iacopo La Rocca, who joined the

him as he was a midfielder,” said Isaías right

November 2014, have made no secret of their

Safe return United goalkeeper Eugene Galekovic returns to the team following a
knee injury.

team in round 15, and Stefan Mauk, 20, a
midfielder with an eye for goal who was signed
by the club in time for the second half of the
season. One of the best in his age group, Mauk
hankers after a move to Europe. After the Grand

New training facility On 17 September 2015, Adelaide United trained at Ridley Reserve
for the first time, a training ground befitting soon-to-be champions.

I came to the other side of the
world and never dreamed that I
would become a champion here.

desire to be the number one club in Australia.
They had not expected to lose to Adelaide and
as a result, will not be contesting the FIFA Club
World Cup 2016 in Japan.

Isaías

Final win, he tweeted: “YEEAAAHHH

By contrast, Sydney FC have reached the knock-

BABYYY!!!! Champions!”

out phase of the current AFC Champions
League, although the Wanderers’ arch-rivals only

Getty Images (2)

These days, Amor is using the interpreting skills

finished seventh in the A-League this year. But as

of his assistant Pau Marti less and less, communi-

after the Grand Final. Amor himself expressed his

the achievements of the likes of Amor and

cating with his players much better than when

gratitude: “It is a special group of players. I’m

Adelaide United show, anything is possible.

he started in Adelaide. He has, however, been

happy we achieved this. It’s not easy to arrive

Spectacular recoveries can only be a good thing

supported from the beginning by legendary

and not easy to win.” After his first season in

for the A-League and its growing popularity.

former player Ante Kovacevic, the club’s director

charge of a professional team, Amor has every

of football, who knows what it takes to be

reason to feel confident about his abilities.

successful.

Buoyed by the knowledge that he has
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HEALTH

FOOTBALL
AND FASTING

An essential facet of the Muslim fasting month of
Ramadan is that observers do not eat or drink
anything between sunrise and sunset. FIFA supports
fasting footballers by conducting scientific studies
and providing forums to discuss how to manage
the holy month as an athlete. An overview.
By Annette Braun

In 1986, the month of Ramadan fell during the

ADAPTING THE DIET

FIFA World Cup™ in Mexico. Twenty-eight

Muslim footballers face several challenges in the

protein, carbohydrates and liquids in sufficient

years later, the two events coincided once again

month of fasting. They have to adapt to the

quantities to ensure regeneration and to mini-

at the 2014 World Cup in Brazil. Fasting and

changes in their eating habits and fluid intake

mise the risk of fatigue. In order to prevent a

high-performance sport – is it possible to

and also get used to a different sleeping pattern.

negative impact on the body, those fasting are

combine the two? It’s a recurring question that

“Fasting changes the chronological phase of

usually recommended to train either very early in

comes up whenever Muslim footballers have

players,” explains Dr Yacine Zerguini, a member

the morning or late in the evening. Experts

to balance the requirements of their religion

of the FIFA Medical Committee. “It is important

advise eating “slow-release” proteins before

and of their sport. This year, Ramadan starts

to know how to re-organise sleep and then it is

sunrise, as these help to ensure the body has

on 5 June and will coincide with both the

important to deal psychologically with hydration

sufficient protein throughout the day, as well as

Copa América Centenario and the European

and diet changes during this month.”

carbohydrate-rich snacks containing eggs,

Championship.

country, it is easier to make the necessary

Does fasting have a negative effect, a positive

eating altogether, but rather changing the time

dietary changes as the whole society’s daily

effect, or no effect at all? FIFA has made great

of eating. Therefore, the amount of calories

routine is adapted for fasting and the football

efforts to find out what the effects of restricting

consumed over 24 hours can remain the same.

clubs will also adapt their schedules. Fasting

nutrition and fluid intake during daylight hours

Studies have shown that fasting people eat less

Muslims living in predominantly non-Muslim

actually are. As far back as 2004-2006, F-MARC

of certain foodstuffs, but that overall the differ-

countries will need to do a little more planning

(the FIFA Medical Assessment and Research

ences in eating habits compared to those not

and organising.

Centre) under the leadership of Prof. Jiří Dvořák,

fasting were negligible. “The level of nutrition

carried out two studies in Algeria and Tunisia on

should change and also there should be a

HYDRATION AND SLEEP

the impact of fasting on players’ performance.

change in the quality of food in order to adapt to

The average footballer loses up to two litres of

The issue has also been a regular topic of

exercise,” says Dr Hakim Chalabi, who was the

water per training session, and even more in a

discussion between experts, medical profession-

team doctor for the Algerian national team at

match, depending on the temperature and

als and players at symposiums. Football is the

the 2010 FIFA World Cup South Africa™.

weather conditions. During Ramadan, the

most rapidly developing sport in the Muslim

athlete’s body mass is reduced by one per cent

world, and Ramadan therefore affects amateur

Medical practitioners generally recommend that

due to the lack of fluid intake during the day,

and professional players alike.

after doing sport, athletes should consume

but as the deficit can be made up after sunset
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cheese and milk. For those living in a Muslim
Fasting during Ramadan does not entail stopping

there are no lasting consequences for the

Does fasting for Ramadan lead to an increased

person fasting. People fasting should try to

risk of injury? Studies published in the leading

avoid sweating too much in order not to lose

academic publication Journal of Sports Sciences

more fluid and to prevent acute dehydration.
This can be achieved by wearing appropriate
clothing, by training in the shade or in a cooler
environment, and by reducing the length of

“Fasting changes the
chronological
phase of players.”

training as much as possible. It is not helpful to

Dr. Yacine Zerguini

have shown that the overall number of injuries
does not change. The only difference found was
in the type of injury. During the month of
fasting, the number of injuries not caused by
contact and injuries from training overload

drink more water in the morning, as this will

increased. According to the study, in the weeks

simply lead to increased urination and doesn’t

before and after Ramadan, two out of nine

actually create reserves for the day.

injuries were caused by over-training, while
during Ramadan, training overload caused 16

In recent years, the importance of sleep for

out of 19 injuries.

optimum performance has increasingly been

effects could be alleviated by having a midday

recognised. Lack of sleep has negative effects

nap. The results show that whether it is Rama-

No single successful strategy for nutrition, fluid

on concentration and mood, and thus the

dan or not, it would be advantageous to analyse

intake and sleep routine that works for every-

performance of the professional football player.

the sleep routine of all players. Trainers should

one when they are fasting has been found.

People fasting during Ramadan tend to get less

ask questions such as: is the player an early riser

Rather, each case must be looked at on an

sleep and it is given less importance. An

or a night owl? At what time of day does the

individual basis to find out the best approach

F-MARC study in Tunisia showed, however, that

player reach their peak performance? These indi-

for the player. Dr Zerguini adds: “The main

while people fasting slept less, the quality of

vidual preferences and characteristics can be

aim is to get as much knowledge as possible

their sleep was not impaired. Although tiredness

used to develop a training plan that is adapted

and to help the young athletes to deal with the

and loss of concentration were observed, these

to the needs of the player.

situation.”

RAMADAN
Islam is a world religion with over a billion adherents who live
according to Islamic laws. Ramadan is one of the most important
periods of the year for Muslims, and is the name of the ninth month
in the Islamic calendar and one of the five pillars of Islam. During
the fasting month, for a period of four weeks, adult Muslims eat and
drink nothing between sunrise and sunset. The aim of this period of
fasting is to allow the body and spirit to regenerate in combination
with intensified praying.
The date of Ramadan according to the Gregorian calendar changes each
year, as it follows the Islamic calendar which is based on lunar cycles. Thus,
the date of the month of fasting can vary each year by ten to 12 days, meaning
that Ramadan may fall during any stage of the football season.

Annette Braun
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF...

A FIFA CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER
When Emanuel Femminis arrived at the office
bright and early this morning, he already knew
about the two tours of the Home of FIFA taking
place that day – he was the one that arranged
them. Alongside his many other tasks in the FIFA
Communications & PR Division, the 54-year-old
Swiss acts as a tour guide for visitors to the FIFA
headquarters. His first task for the day is to check
his e-mails and respond to enquiries from interested parties regarding dates and conditions.
The guests arriving today already know that the
tours are free of charge. First up is a school class,
and later Emanuel will meet a team of managers
on a company away day. Before the first group
arrives, Emanuel always goes to the meeting
room or the auditorium where he will give the
presentation. He needs to meet the technician to
check all the equipment is working, such as the
projector which he will use to show various short

Knows the Home of FIFA like the back of his hand Emanuel Femminis coordinates tours at FIFA-Strasse 20.

films about FIFA and its wide sphere of activities.
The school class has just arrived – Emanuel meets
them in the conference room of the FIFA fitness

response rate of more than 90% to the ques-

400 employees from all corners of the earth to

centre which is adjacent to the artificial turf pitch

tionnaires – and the evaluations are overwhelm-

carry out a huge variety of jobs. The first ques-

at the FIFA headquarters. The children scramble

ingly positive. Emanuel always tries to get a

tions for Emanuel come as soon as the film is

for seats and begin clamouring to ask questions

feeling for the dynamics of the group and to

finished. Here, Emanuel tailors his explanations

before he has even said hello. The kids’ initial

tailor the visit accordingly. “No two groups are

to the group, talking them through the struc-

excitement becomes even greater when they

the same,” he says. “I can very quickly see

tures and processes at FIFA and comparing them

hear that the likes of Cristiano Ronaldo and

whether the participants are really interested and

to whatever type of business that the group are

Lionel Messi have also visited the Home of FIFA,

want to find out about FIFA first hand, or

from. In the subsequent discussion, Emanuel can

and they listen rapt as Emanuel explains what

whether they have just come along as part of a

take a bit of a back seat, as the guests animated-

FIFA is doing around the world for football

club outing and are surprised by what they find

ly debate amongst themselves. “Often I hear

development – installing pitches, running

out.” One way or another, Emanuel aims to talk

them say: FIFA is doing so much, so why don’t

courses, staging festivals and tournaments (many

openly and informatively. “It is not a matter of

we hear anything about that in the media? Then

more than just the FIFA World Cup™).

singing FIFA’s praises, but of trying to answer

I know that the tour has been a success.” More

questions that people may have about the things

guests are expected a few days later, this time

Next, Emanuel takes the students on a tour

they have read in the media, as well as, of

from the University of Bayreuth. For several years

round the main Home of FIFA building. When

course, giving them a closer insight into the

now, FIFA has held a regular exchange pro-

they reach the meditation room the kids are

many facets of FIFA.”

gramme with the university’s Sports Management Studies department, and Emanuel will give

It is now lunchtime. Individuals from the second

them a presentation focusing on the topics of

people can reflect, relax or pray, explains

group of the day are gradually arriving and

marketing and finance. Summing up his job,

Emanuel. On the ceiling is an arrow pointing east.

meeting each other in the FIFA lobby, where they

Emanuel smiles: “It’s never boring.”



courage to ask what it is for. This is a place where



Kurt Schorrer / foto-net.ch

suddenly quiet, then one girl plucks up the

seem impressed by the building’s architecture.
After just over an hour it is time for the children

Through the first short film that Emanuel shows

to say goodbye. Emanuel gives their teacher a

them, they find out that FIFA is a global sports

questionnaire to evaluate the tour. He gets a

organisation employing more than

Perikles Monioudis
Each month, FIFA 1904 accompanies a FIFA employee in their daily work.
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CELEBRATION

RASHIDI
YEKINI
Fashion. We’ve all been there. At first you never want to
take a certain piece of clothing off, then you’re mortified
that you ever wore it, and then, eventually, it becomes a
cult fashion item. Although it’s maybe still a little early to
revive the fashion of the 1990s, what with the cool 1980s
still being in vogue, who could possibly forget the baggy
shirts with terribly sterile patterns so reminiscent of the
time? Rashidi Yekini’s short-sleeved white, green and brown
shirt from 1994 is probably an exception, however – it
always was and always will be a rather unique item of
clothing, perhaps more fitting for a balmy evening lounging
on a balcony.
The shirt is of course far too garish for it to be regarded as
one of the highlights of 20 th -century football design, but
when placed in context, it immediately evokes all sorts of
emotions – not least because the person pictured here
sadly passed away in 2012, aged only 48. The photo itself
was taken on 21 June 1994, and it is one of the four or
maybe five iconic World Cup images that you can never
forget once you have seen it. Let’s rewind a few seconds
– it is shortly before 8pm at the Cotton Bowl Arena in
Dallas, USA, and Nigeria and Bulgaria have been playing for
21 minutes. Suddenly Nigeria’s powerful targetman Yekini
bursts into the penalty area, almost as if he knows that
Finidi George will square the ball. That is exactly how it
plays out – and Yekini strokes the ball home with his left
foot to put Nigeria 1-0 up. He then continues his run into
the goal itself, grabs hold of the net and celebrates his
tap-in for nine whole seconds, completely lost in the
moment. He draws breath more than once to keep his
celebration going and extends both arms through the net,
almost as if in prayer. It is manna from heaven for the
photographers at the game.
The goal itself was nothing to write home about, but its
significance cannot be denied – it was Nigeria’s first-ever
World Cup goal, coming as it did in their debut appearance
at FIFA’s flagship event. And it was Rashidi Yekidi, a softly
spoken man and devout Muslim, who ensured that Africa’s
most populous nation hit the football headlines. But the
photo – unlike the shirt – was a cult object from day one.

Alan Schweingruber
62

/ FIFA 1904

AFP
FIFA 1904 /

63

PUBLICATION DETAILS
FIFA 1904 – PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY THE FÉDÉRATION INTERNATIONALE DE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION (FIFA)
PRODUCTION Hans-Peter Frei
PROJECT MANAGEMENT Christian Schaub
PRINTING Zofinger Tagblatt AG
CONTACT feedback-magazine@fifa.org
INTERNET www.FIFA.com/Magazine
Reproduction of photographs and articles of FIFA 1904 in whole or
in part is only permitted with prior editorial approval and with reference
to the source (FIFA 1904, © FIFA 2016). The editor and staff are not
obliged to publish unsolicited manuscripts and photographs.
The views expressed in FIFA 1904 are not necessarily those of FIFA.
FIFA and the FIFA logo are registered trademarks.
Made and printed in Switzerland.

Niklaus Wächter/Reportair.ch

PUBLISHER FIFA, FIFA-Strasse 20, P.O. Box, 8044 Zurich, Switzerland
Phone +41-(0)43-222 7777, fax +41-(0)43-222 7878
PRESIDENT Gianni Infantino
ACTING SECRETARY GENERAL Markus Kattner
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS
Nicolas Maingot (ad interim)
HEAD OF CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS Julia Ferguson
CHIEF EDITOR Perikles Monioudis
STAFF WRITERS Alan Schweingruber (Deputy Editor), Annette Braun
ART DIRECTION Catharina Clajus
PICTURE EDITOR Peggy Knotz
LAYOUT Susanne Egli
TRANSLATION AND PROOFREADING English: Timo Eugster, Andrew Hurley,
Stuart Makin, Caitlin Stephens; French: Alexandre Adriano, Alexandre
Károlyi, Nicolas Samier, Estelle Valensuela; Spanish: Irene Antolín Pérez,
José Ibarra, Juan F. López Vera, Natalia Pita Álvarez; German: Sandra
Locher, Gabriela Straube-Zweifel.

Home of FIFA, Zurich.

64

/ FIFA 1904

SAY NO
TO RACISM

Football breaks down barriers.
Football builds bridges. It has a unique power to inspire friendship, respect and equality. FIFA’s "Say No to Racism"
campaign is part of our commitment to tackle all forms of discrimination in football. Everyone should have the right
to play and enjoy football without fear of discrimination. Say no to racism.
To ﬁnd out more, visit the Sustainability section on FIFA.com

FOOTBALL
FOR HOPE

Football for Hope is our global commitment to building a better future through football. To date, we have
supported over 550 socially responsible community projects that use football as a tool for social development,
improving the lives and prospects of young people and their surrounding communities.

To ﬁnd out more, visit the Sustainability section on FIFA.com

